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By Opal Leonore Gibbs 


LITTLE pupil of my class was ill ; 
I went to call, to give her cheer, — 
A flower for her window sill, 
A book to laugh away her fear. 
Then went away well pleased to be 
Of service in the King’s employ ; 
That cup of water He would see, 
And grant me His reward of joy. 


The child recovered and returned, 

But when I urged the one great choice, 
Oh, how my heart within me burned 

To hear her grave, reproachful voice : — 
‘‘I was so glad you came that day, * 

I liked the flowers and book, but oh, 
Just how to come, to find the Way, 

I wanted all the time to know!”’ 


v2 


Taking Men Alive 


Taking men alive is the chief busi- 
ness and responsibility of Christians. 
The Lord said to Simon Peter, after 
working a miracle in a great draught of 
fishes: “Fear not; from henceforth thou 
shalt catch men” (Luke 5:10). The lit- 
eral Greek is, “thou shalt take men 
alive.” The verb zogreo occurs in only 
one other New Testament passage, where 
Paul speaks of men who are taken alive 
by the Devil (2 Tim. 2:26). In the one 
case men are taken alive by Christ unto 
eternal life; in the other, they are taken 
alive by Satan unto eternal death. An- 
other putting of the same truth has been 
given by Dr. Herbert Lockyer: “The 
difference between catching men and 
catching fish is that you catch fish that 
are alive and they die; you catch men 
that are dead and bring them to life.” 
Though we are to take men while they 


are physically alive that they may have 
eternal life, nevertheless all men without 
Christ are “dead in trespasses and sins,” 
and when they are caught by the soul- 
winner they are indeed brought to life. 
As Moody used to say, those who are 
born only once will die twice; but those 
who are born twice (born again) will 
die only once. And they will not die 
once if the Lord comes first! 


= 
Are We Waiting? 


Waiting may be one of the best evi- 
dences that we are really saved. Un- 
saved people are likely to get very impa- 
tient when they are-kept waiting long. 
But those who are saved have the very 
“life that is Christ,” and the trying of 
their faith worketh not impatience, but 
patience (Jas. 1:3). They are able, by 
the miracle working of the Holy Spirit 
in their hearts, to “rejoice in the Lord 
alway” (Phil. 4:4), even while they are 
kept waiting a long, long time; and 


while they wait, “the peace of God, 


which passeth all understanding,” keeps 
their “hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus” (Phil. 4:7). Remembering these 
wonderful facts, if we are in the midst 
of a waiting experiegce just now in 
which we have been tempted to be im- 
patient, or discouraged, or even hopeless, 
let us look to the Lord, not with anxiety, 
but with thanksgiving, and tell him that 
we trust him to bring things to pass in 
his own time and way. A Christian man 
who knows the Lord, and has been 
greatly used of the Lord, and therefore is 
subject to the Adversary’s sharp attacks, 
writes to a friend: “This verse has been 
to me a sweet comfort of late: ‘It is 
good that a man should both hope and 
quietly wait for the salvation of the 
Lord’ (Lam, 3:26).” And let us remem- 
ber that the preceding verse assures us, 
“The Lord is good unto them that wait 
for him.” Are we ready to prove our 
faith by singing, with David, “Truly my 
soul waiteth upon God”; and then re- 
minding ourselves: “My soul, wait thou 
only upon God; for my expectation is 
from him”? (Psa. 62:1, 5.) 


& 


When the Bible Was Given to England 


LOVELY praise service was held 

in June in St. Paul’s Cathedral, 

London, in commemoration of the 
four hundredth anniversary of the royal 
decree placing a Bible in every one of 
the 20,000 parish churches of England. 
The word of welcome by Dean and 
Chapter asked the great congregation 
“to join in praise for the revelation of 
God in the Holy Bible, and in prayer 
that its heavenly doctrines should be 
ever more widely known and more 
deeply understood.” Men of all walks 
of life, high officials, eminent profes- 
sional and business men, Christian 
workers, and others filled the vast cathe- 
dral to the doors. The lessons were read 
by the Speaker of the House of Com- 
mons and by the Lord President of the 
Council, the first choosing Isaiah 45:1-11, 
the second Luke 4:14-21. The singing 
was extraordinarily fine and of such 
great hymns as, 


Thou whose Almighty Word 
Chaos and darkness heard, 


with its great ending, and appropriate, 


Boundless as ocean’s tide 

Rolling in fullest pride, 

Through the world far and wide, 
Let there be light. 


The six chained Bibles which were set 
up in St. Paul’s disappeared in the Great 





Fire, but one of the chains was to be 
seen in a glass case in the nave along 
with ancient Bibles. In 1526 New Tes- 
taments had been burned at St. Paul’s 
Cross. Ten years later Tyndale was put 
to death by strangling and his body re- 
duced to ashes. Two years after his 
martyrdom his prayer, “Lord, open the 
eyes of the King of England,” was an- 
swered by the act of the king this year 
celebrated. The Bibles, when placed, 
were read aloud by volunteer readers; 
but the most popular man reading at 
St. Paul’s, honest John Porter with his 
fine voice, was later imprisoned by the 
scowling bigot, Bishop Bonner, and so 
loaded with chains in his dungeon that 
he died there. 

The ignorance of the time is almost 
inconceivable. As late as 1551 in the 
diocese of Gloucester, out of 331 clergy 
168 were unable to repeat the Ten Com- 
mandments; 31 out of the 168 could not 
state in what part of Scripture they were 
to be found; 40 could not tell where the 
Lord’s Prayer was written, and 31 of 
the 40 were unable to say who was the 
author of the Lord’s Prayer. To such a 
pass had Holy Church brought even its 
own apostolic representatives. Yet a 
conclave of bishops in England, when 
Tyndale’s work first appeared, formally 
resolved that his work should be burned 
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and the Archbishop of Canterbury and 
Bishop of London commanded all who 
possessed copies to give them up for 
destruction, on pain of excommunica- 
tion. And again, at the death of Henry 
VIII and during Mary’s heartless reign, 
the Bible in English was, at ecclesiastical 
instigation, forbidden “to be kept or 
used.” 

The Bible that the King expected to 
be in the churches was the so-called 
Great Bible which, because of delays, 
appeared only in the following year, 
1539. It was larger thah any previously 
published and magnificently printed. 
The title page was designed by Hans 
Holbein, then living in England and 
chief painter to the King. At the top, 
Henry VIII was represented giving the 
Bible to Thomas Cromwell and Arch- 
bishop Cranmer; on the side, they were 
depicted distributing copies among min- 
isters and laymen; and at the bottom, a 
preacher was addressing the crowd. 

The great and epoch-making “Injunc- 
tion” which, with the British, all Eng- 
lish-speaking people celebrate in their 
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hearts at least, after decreeing the plac- 
ing of the Bible in churches, went on to 
say: 

“Ye shall discourage no man privately 
or apertly [openly] from the reading 
or hearing of the said Bible, and shall 
expressly provoke and exhort every per- 
son to read the same, as that which is 
the very living Word of God that every 
Christian person is bound to embrace, 
believe, and follow if they look to be 
saved; admonishing them nevertheless to 
avoid all contention and _ altercation 
therein, but to use an honest sobriety 
in inquisition of the true sense of the 
same, and to refer the explanation of 
obscure places to men of higher judg- 
ment in Scripture. 

“That ye shall every Sunday and holy- 
day through the year, openly and plainly 
recite to your parishioners, twice or 
thrice together, or oftener if need re- 
quire, one particle or sentence of the 
Lord’s Prayer, or creed in English to 
the intent they may learn the same by 
heart. And so from day to day give 


(Continued on page 591) 
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Did New Testament Writers 
Expect the Lord to 
Return in Their Day? 


Is it reasonable to assume that the 
writers of the New Testament, as men, 
apart from inspiration, expected the Lord 
to return in their day? 


Could the Lord have returned at that 
time without doing violence to plainly 
understood Bible prophecies? 


If so, why did he not return then? 


Was it because of apostasy in the 
church? 


If apostasy in the church prevented the 
return in the early centuries, might such 
apostasy prevent his return today?—A 
Galifornia layman. 


The men whom God chose as the 
writers of the New Testament and whose 
writings, being part of “all Scripture,” 
were “given by inspiration of God” (2 
Tim. 3:16), were the human channels of 
God’s infallible Word and words. Ail 
that they thus wrote by inspiration, pre- 
served for us in the Holy Scriptures, is 
as true and infallible as though God had 
spoken or written it apart from any 
human instrumentality. The prophetic 
Scriptures both of Old Testament and 
New, like all the rest of Scripture, were 
infallible, and it is significant that we 
find no Scripture declaring that the Sec- 
ond Coming of Christ was to be in the 
lifetime of the writers. This last point 
will be discussed in Notes on Open Let- 
ters in an early issue, taking up the 
question “Did Christ Promise to Come 
in His Disciples’ Lifetime?” 

But all the writers of the Scriptures 
were sinful, fallible men, and apart from 
the miracle of their divinely inspired 
and infallible writings, when they were 
enabled to write God’s own truth’ and 
were prevented from all error in such 
writing, they could and did make mis- 
takes in their own thinking, talking, and 


living, as the Scriptures plainly show. 
Mistakes, for example, of Peter, John, 
and Paul are recorded in the New Testa- 
ment; one of the characteristics of the 
Bible, sharply setting it off from unin- 
spired literature, is that it never “white- 
washes” its heros but tells the truth 
about their sins and failures as well as 
about their righteousness and successes. 

This being so, it is quite possible that 
some of the writers of the New Testa- 
ment, as men apart from inspiration, ex- 
pected the Lord to return in their day. 
If so, they were mistaken. They were 
divinely protected and prevented by the 
Holy Spirit from writing a syllable in 
the New Testament Scriptures saying 
that the Lord would return in their day. 
This will be brought out, from Scripture, 
in the coming article in this department. 

Paul plainly warned the Thessalonian 
Christians on this subject. “Now we 
beseech you, brethren, by the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gath- 
ering together unto him, that ye be not 
soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, 
neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by 
letter as from us, as that the day of 
Christ is at hand,”—or, “now present” 
(2 Thess. 2:1, 2). He continues: “Let 
no man deceive you by any means: for 
that day shall not come, except there 
come a falling away [the apostasy] first, 
and that man of sin be revealed, the 
son of perdition; who opposeth and ex- 
alteth himself above all that is called 
God, or that is worshipped; so that he as 
God sitteth in the temple of God, shew- 
ing himself that he is God.” 

Until the great apostasy should fully 
come, and the “lawless one” or “beast” 
of Daniel and Revelation should be fully 
revealed and in power, the Day of the 
Lord would not come. 

A mistaken idea which gained cur- 
rency among Christians of New Testa- 
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ment times, that Christ would come in 
their day and that the apostle John 
would be living when He came, is re- 
corded at the end of John’s Gospel; and 
with the inspired record of the mistake 
is the inspired correction of the mistake. 
Peter had asked the Lord about John: 
“And what shall this man do? Jesus 
saith unto him, If I will that he tarry 
till I come, what is that to thee? fol- 
low thou me. Then went this saying 
abroad among the brethren, that that 
disciple should not die: yet Jesus said 
not unto him, He shall not die; but, If 
I will that he tarry till I come, what is 
that to thee?” 

As to whether the Lord could have re- 
turned during the lifetime of the New 
Testament writers, in the light of Bible 
prophecy, we must take into account 
such a prophecy as Christ himself made 
when the disciples asked him privately 
to tell them what should be “the sign 
of thy coming, and of the end of the 
world?” (Matt. 24:3). In his reply he 
said, among other things, “And this gos- 
pel of the kingdom shall be preached in 
all the world for a witness unto all 
nations; and then shall the end come” 
(v. 14). Some students of Christian his- 
tory believe that the Gospel was 
preached in all the world during the first 
Christian.century. If there was no Bible 
prophecy that stood-in the way of the 
Lord’s early return, it is nevertheless 
not possible for anyone, today, to an- 
swer the question, Why did not the 
Lord return then? But Scripture plainly 
declares that it was necessary for cer- 
tain great events to occur before the 
Lord’s second coming; these events are 
described as “signs of the times,” and Dr. 
Lewis Sperry Chafer, President of Dallas 
Theological Seminary, has brought to- 
gether the Scriptures on “Seven Biblical 
Signs of the Times,”1 which he names 
as the following: 


1. The Jewish Sign. 

2. The Gentile Government Sign. 
The Jerusalem Sign. 

The Unveiled Prophecy Sign. 
The Material Earth Sign. 

The Apostasy Sign. 

The Commercial Sign. 


Many of these predicted events had 
not occurred in the lifetime of the New 
Testament writers, but all are occurring 
simultaneously today, or synchronizing, 
for the first time in history. 

It is plain, from the passage in 2 Thes- 
salonians 2 quoted above, that apostasy 
in the Church, which had already begun 
in the first century, was not the thing 
that prevented the Lord’s return then, 
for the Thessalonian Letter tells us it is 
only after the apostasy (or “falling 
away”) shall have come that the Day 
of the Lord can be looked for. That this 
apostasy, the Great Apostasy, has now 
indeed begun to make its appearance 
within the professing Christian Church 
is beyond question, as was brought out 
in the articles on Bible prophecy last 
year in THe Sunpay ScHoo.t Times by the 
Editor (now published in book form by 
the Revell Company, New York, “Proph- 
ecy’s Light on Today,” by Charles G. 
Trumbull, $1.50). 


Nope 





1“Seven Biblical Signs of the Times,” by 
Dr. Chafer, is published as a booklet by the 
Bible Institute Colportage Association, 843 
North Wells Street, Chicago, 20 cents. 
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Shall We Contend for the Faith? 


What saith the Scripture, as it pictures for us the age-long 
struggle between darkness and Light ? 


By James R. Graham, Jr. 














Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, 
and brother of James, to them that 
are sanctified by God the Father, 
and preserved in Jesus Christ, and 
called: mercy unto you, and peace, 
and love, be multiplied. Beloved, 
when I gave all diligence to write 
unto you of the common salvation, 
IT WAS NEEDFUL FOR ME TO WRITE UNTO 
YOU, AND EXHORT YOU THAT YE SHOULD 
EARNESTLY CONTEND FOR THE FAITH 
WHICH WAS ONCE DELIVERED UNTO THE 
SAINTS. For there are certain men 
crept in unawares, who were before 
of old ordained to this condemnation, 
ungodly men, turning the grace of 
our God into lasciviousness, and 
denying the only Lord God, and our 
Lord Jesus Christ (Jude 1-4). 


OTHING could be clearer than this 
N passage of Scripture. We have 

here, clearly identified, a writer, 
the recipients of the communication, an 
exhortation to them, and the reason for 
this exhortation. The writer is Jude, 
who humbly and properly speaks of 
himself as “the servant of Jesus Christ.” 
He does not call attention to the fact that 
he was a half-brother, according to the 
flesh, of the Lord Jesus. He puts him- 
self on the same ground as every other 
believer and lover of the Son of God, 
sinners all, but saved by His matchless 
grace. He addresses himself “To them 
that are sanctified by God the Father, 
and preserved in Jesus Christ, and 
called.” This is rather comprehensive ! 
It embraces and includes every believer 
in the Lord Jesus Christ of any age. 
He does not specify those who have a 
gift for apologetics, or who are good at 
argumentation, or who are “cut out for 
that sort of thing.” No, there it stands, 
addressed to the “sanctified, preseryed, 
and called.” 


What Is Jude’s Exhortation? 


There seems to be a burden in the 
heart of Jude. When he writes to these 
beloved ones in Christ about the “com- 
mon salvation,” he feels constrained to 
exhort them to contend “earnestly ... 
for the faith.” “It would seem to belong 
to this “common salvation,” “common” 
to every believer, but of such an un- 
common quality! So unearthly is it, as 
other-worldly as its transcendent Au- 
thor! “ConTEND,” says he. That unques- 
tionably involves a fight! What is the 
fight going to be about? Why, the faith, of 
course! What faith? The faith in the 
blessed person of the Son of God and 
in his completed work for every believer. 
The all-inclusive creed upon which the 
Church, the invisible Church, the real 
body of Christ, rests is, “Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God!” All 
those blood-bought ones into whose 
hearts the Holy Spirit has burned this 
conviction are aflame with love for him, 
this adorable Saviour; they are unalter- 


An interlude in the colorful life 
of James Graham was the year he 
spent at Quantico, Va., as an officer 
in the United States Marine Corps 
during the Great War. The name 
“Marines” has become almost a syn- 
onym for fearlessness, audacity, ag- 
gressiveness, and action. Today he 
has dedicated the very same quali- 
ties that made him an efficient 
Marine to a greater and more glori- 
ous warfare under the Captain to 
whom all kings and dictators must 
one day bow the knee. 


Mr. Graham was brought up in 
China, where his parents were mis- 
sionaries for forty-nine years. He 
was graduated from Hampden-Syd- 
ney College (Virginia) in 1918, and 
taught there for two years, 1927-1929,,. 
during troubles in China. He served 
as a missionary in China for sixteen 
years under the mission board of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church, from 
which board he has now resigned. 
He studied the Chinese Classics, and 
became unusually proficient in the 
language, frequently acting as inter- 
preter in interviews and _ public 
meetings. He is now under appoint- 
ment to return to China when the 
way opens under the Independent 
Board for Presbyterian Foreign 
Missions. His article, like his mes- 
sages from the platform, is a ringing 
challenge to all Christians to stand 
firm for the old Faith. The second 
and concluding part of the article 
will be published next week. 








ably committed to his pre-eminence, and 
jealous for his glory. 

Who are the opponents in this fight in 
which these lovers of the Son of God 
are urged to engage? All who in any 
way would detract from him or subtract 
from his glory; all who would advance 
any scheme that would usurp his pre- 
eminence or jeopardize it; all who would 
do anything to becloud his radiance or 
challenge his centrality in the divine 
purposes. Especially must those who 
creep in “unawares” into the very flock 
of Christ, “denying the only Lord God, 
and our Lord Jesus Christ” while feign- 
ing themselves ministers of Christ, be 
opposed and exposed. The very reason 
for Jude’s exhortation, and for the set- 
ting forth of this principle of “contend- 
ing,” is because counterfeit “creepers” 
had already made their appearance. 

If we take a bird’s-eye view of the 
Scriptural record since our first parents 
surrendered the dominion of this world 
to the Prince of the Power of the Air, we 
shall find that it is a story of ceaseless 
spiritual warfare. The seed plot of the 
whole of Old Testament history and of 
the history of the Church is found in 
Genesis 3:15, when God himself declared 


a war between the seeds. We know that 
this enmity, individually, was to be be- 
tween the serpent (Satan) and the 
bruiser of his head, Christ; the former 
the author of death and darkness, the 
latter the author of life and light. ‘These 
are antithetical, mutually exclusive ele- 
ments. The apostle Paul hews a line 
between the two when he asks, “What 
fellowship hath righteousness with un- 
righteousness? and what communion 
hath light with darkness? And what 
concord hath Christ with Belial? or what 
part hath he that believeth with an in- 
fidel? (2 Cor. 6:14, 15.) The clash is in- 
evitable between all who represent these 
two principles. 

From the fall of man to the Second 
Coming of Christ, the death-and-dark- 
ness element is in the saddle and in the 
overwhelming majority. The consuming 
desire of the enemy of souls has always 
been to obliterate and destroy all that 
bear the testimony of life in the midst 
of the environment of death. If it can- 
not be destroyed he seeks to neutralize 
it. God has been equally determined to 
maintain the testimony to Himself, to 
his Truth, to his Life. 


The Conflict of the Ages 


The warfare may be traced in Cain 
versus Abel, Enoch and Noah against 
their whole generation, Abraham and 
the people of Ur, Jacob against Esau, 
Moses versus Pharaoh, Joshua and the 
Canaanites, Samson and the Philistines, 
Gideon and the Midianites, David against 
Saul, Elijah against Ahab-Jezebel, Dan- 
iel and his friends against Nebuchadnez- 
zar, Nehemiah against Sanballat, Tobiah 
and Company, Mordecai against Haman, 
and many others. Whether the warfare 
was a bloodless conflict between the 
expressed Word of God and the thoughts 
and deeds of unregenerate man, or 
whether the eternal contradiction in 
these sets of ideas flared forth in physi- 
cal combat, we find that the bearers of 
the divine torch were active aggressors 
and not mere standpatters. The warfare 
did not cease with the Idumean Herod’s 
futile attempt to nip Incarnate Truth in 
the bud. The Eternal Son himself in 
his public ministry scathingly denounced 
the leaven of the Pharisees, Sadducees, 
and Herodians, and even used physical 
violence in his treatment of the pro- 
faners of his Father’s house and holiness. 
He bitterly excoriated the self-righteous- 
ness of the religionists who rejected him 
who was the righteousness of God. He 
attacked them as being blind leaders of 
the blind, compassing land and sea to 
make a proselyte to their humanistic 
traditionalism, and making such a con- 
vert twofold more the child of hell than 
themselves. He was the most intolerant 
Man that ever lived, and employed ex- 
pressions and language that our flabby 
age would consider horrifyingly “abu- 
sive.” His strictures upon “social sins” 
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were to demonstrate that the church- 
men who were guilty of them had never 
possessed the life of God. 

Forthright and fearless exposure of 
error was as important a part of the 
ministry of the apostles as was the proc- 
lamation of positive Gospel truth. Paul 
Was even uncouth enough to call names 
in his unveiling of the wolves in sheep’s 
clothing who denied fundamental truth; 
Peter’s address to Simon Magus was im- 
polite to the last degree; and the gentle 
John openly denounced the self-exalta- 
tion of Diotrephes, as well as devoting 
practically a whole Epistle to the criteria 
of distinction between true and false 
spirits. 

The names of Athanasius, Ambrose, 
and Chrysostom ring down the centuries 
as noble defenders of the faith set forth 
in the Nicene theology. They were un- 
compromising opponents of the Christ- 
diluting heresies introduced by Arius 
and Origen. The history of the re- 
formers is a story of denunciation and 
exposure of papal heresies and unbibli- 
cal interpolations. There had to be the 
destructive Wittenberg theses before 
there could be a constructive Lutheran 
theology. 

Patriarchs, prophets, apostles, fathers, 
reformers — all to whom have been com- 
mitted the oracles of God — have found 
it necessary to defend the faith from 
perversion by the untaught and unspir- 
itual, and from attack by unbelieving 
adversaries within and without. Doubt- 
less in every age there have been the 
advocates of “tolerance,” “moderation,” 
and human expediency among the peo- 
ple of God, but they have been relegated 
to the limbo of oblivion. Of all the 
young men of Judah who were taken 
to Babylon in captivity we are told of 
only four who refused to be “up-to-date” 
and “intellectual” and to observe the 
maxim of “When in Babylon, do as 
the Babylonians do”; they are the only 
ones whose names we now know. The 
rest are completely forgotten. 

Shall we, then, in this latter age when 
many false prophets have arisen and 
iniquity abounds, when the leaven of the 
Sadducees has leavened almost the whole 
lump of Christendom, take the line of 
least resistance and remain silent? Shall 
we, by failing to utter a protest, avoid 
the opprobrium that will inevitably be 
heaped upon us when we cry out against 
the idol altars in our midst and against 
the high priests of unbelief who sit en- 
sconced in the high places in all the 
synagogues? Shall we even, for pur- 
poses of political or financial expediency, 
simply shoot our guns off into the air, 
vaguely informing the sheep of Christ 
that there is false teaching and there 
are false prophets abroad, without tell- 
ing them who the false prophets are? 
The late Dr. Machen remarked that it 
was not enough in this day and time to 
say “Yes” to truth, but that one must 
also say “No” to error. Dr. Machen did 
not confine himself to speaking of error 
in the abstract, but vigorously attacked 
and exposed it in the concrete. Like 
the blind man of the ninth chapter of 
John, he was unkind enough to insist 
upon and to reiterate facts. The apos- 
tate ecclesiastical hierarchy of Christ’s 
day did not like facts, so, being unable 
to refute the blind man, they had but 
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one recourse and that was to “cast him 
out.” And that is exactly what an apos- 
tate Presbyterian Church did to Dr. 
Machen and his confreres. 

It is not “nice,” but very necessary, 
to blow the trumpet of warning against 
those who have come in “unawares” to 
the flock and are “privily” introducing 
“damnable heresies, even denying the 
Lord that bought them” (2 Pet. 2:1), 
failing which, the sheep become “meat 
to all the beasts of the field” (Ezek. 
34:5). 

How, then, can any true lover of the 
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Lord Jesus Christ be guilty of a jelly- 
fish flabbiness in this great apostasy, and 
urge us to silence, when there are more 
quack doctors of the law of God than 
the world has ever known before, when 
false prophets of a modernistic Baal, 
puny little denominational “yes-men” 
disgorged by the score from socialistic 
theological seminaries, outnumber the 
stalwart prophets of the living God in 
almost.the same four hundred and fifty 
to one proportion that obtained in Eli- 
jah’s day? 
(Continued in next week’s issue) 














Have We Found a New Mission Field? 


Where ignorance of the Bible is great and wickedness and crime are flourishing 


By Clarence H. Benson Evangelical Yeates \ntclnn Association 














ERHAPS you can name the new 

mission field from the description 

below. It has long been regarded 
as a mission field by the Church of 
Rome, but today every one of its large 
cities has its “Chinatown” and its little 
“Japan.” Hindu temples dot the land, 
and Buddhist missionaries are active, 
while Theosophist and Swami centers 
with their radio broadcasts are busy 
proselyting. It contains the world’s sec- 
ond largest Mexican city, while there 
are more Jews in its greatest metropolis 
than there were in Palestine during the 
days of Christ. In recent years it has 
also become a fertile field for Commu- 
nism, atheism, and other aggressive 
forces that are antagonistic to all re- 
ligion. ; ‘ 

Last year its people consumed more 
than fifty million barrels of beer at an 
expense of $5,000,000,000, which is about 
one-half of the nation’s expenditure for 
food, clothing, and rent. Today it claims 
one saloon for every 209 of its popula- 
tion, a record never before approximated 
by any nation in the world. It would 


- Seem as though its people had gone crazy 


and were determined to destroy them- 
selves if drunkenness can bring it about. 

Last year grief was carried every twen- 
ty-two seconds into one of its homes by 
the committing of 1,500,000 major crimes, 
suck as murder, manslaughter, robbery, 
and assault, and 14,000,000 minor offenses, 
such as forgeries, embezzlements, and 
vice. One million of its people are mur- 
derers, will be murderers, or will be 
murdered. It harbors three and a half 
times as many criminals as college stu- 
dents, and four times as many law- 
breakers as there are school teachers. 
Lawlessness in this nation has already 
reached such proportions that three out 
of four homes are destined to be the 
scene of a serious crime unless some- 
thing is done to curb its onward march. 

The new mission field is America. 

It has become a mission field because 
it has lost power as a mission force. 

If there is any outstanding truth that 
we can gain from a study of twenty cen- 
turies of Christianity, it is that the evan- 
gelized nations that have been faithful 
to the great missionary commission of 


2 the Church have been the prospered and 


powerful people of the earth. The proc- 
lamation of the Gospel has not been 
sufficient to save a nation. Sad indeed 
is the history of an apostate people who 
once experienced Christian enlighten- 
ment. It has ever remained true that 
where the evangelized nations have not 
become a missionary force, they have 
become a missionary field. 

America is rapidly become a heathen 
land. Even Rome in the days of the 
early Church was hardly less pagan than 
New York City, where today only two 
per cent of its 7,000,000 population attend 
Protestant churches or are enrolled in 
Sunday school. The missionary contri- 
butions of the Church come from one- 
third of its membership, and for the 
great world-wide missionary movement, 
church members give a mere pittance of 
their income. The militant Church that 
conquered the Roman Empire was made 
up of members who sold their property 
and disposed of their business that they 
might have time and the apostles means 
for carrying on the greatest enterprise on 
earth. 

Wherein have we failed? Surely it 
is not for lack of missionary societies, 
missionary periodicals, missionary ser- 
mons, or missionary lessons. But while 
many have been informed, few have 
been transformed. The Sunday school 
has been a “telling” rather than the 
training agency of the Church. It has 
been content with an impression, when 
it should have sought an expression. 

It has long been an accepted rule that 
the culture of the young will produce 
a type of adult that will conform to the 
early training of the child. The expres- 
sional side of education is allowing the 
pupil certain activities that develop 
character by doing things. Psychology 
teaches that a child remembers ten per 
cent of what he hears, fifty per cent 
of what he sees, seventy per cent of 
what he says, and ninety per cent of 
what he does, so that it is imperative 
that more attention be given expres- 
sional methods. Our Lord did more 
than merely instruct his disciples. He 
sent out the Twelve and the Seventy 
to put into practice the things they had 
seen and heard. They were to learn 
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personally and permanently by doing 
things. 

The Sunday school pupil is not merely 
to be informed about missions, but he 
himself is to become a missionary. Let 
him put into practice his instruction by 
being a missionary to the neighborhood 
children who in America are almost as 
destitute of Christian education as the 
African heathen. Let him feel that the 
Church is sending him out as a real mis- 
sionary to enroll in his Sunday school 
some of the 36,000,000 American chil- 
dren and adolescents who are growing 
up in civilized paganism. Boys and girls 
who can participate in a real home mis- 
sionary program for reaching the unen- 
rolled in Sunday school are the men and 
women who will have a real missionary 
concern in later life. If they do not feel 
the call to full-time service, at least they 
will assume the responsibility for those 
who are on the field. 

To be trained to assume responsibility 
for missionary support, Sunday school 
pupils need lessons in finance as well as 
in Bible. There is no question but that 
the practice of tithing can be developed 
in childhood and become a fixed habit 
in later life. Not only does the principle 
of stewardship and tithing need to be 
taught, but it needs to find expression 
in systematic giving. 

Even when Sunday school pupils can- 
not be brought to tithe their allowance, 
they can at least be urged to make a sys- 
tematic proportionate offering for mis- 
sions. The weekly envelope in conjunc- 
tion with the Six-Point Record System 
will give an excellent opportunity to put 
this instruction into practice. Parents 
and teachers must be brought to realize 
that such training in the Sunday school 
is necessary not so much as a revenue 
producer as a character builder. Our 
first concern is not the raising of money, 
but the rearing of children. 

The Sunday school can never become 
the training school of the Church until 
it is administered by trained men and 
women. Those who are to train, them- 
selves need training. How can a teagher 
inspire the missionary spirit in the lives 
of his pupils unless he himself is mis- 
sionary minded, and how can he possess 
missionary enthusiasm unless he, too, has 
received missionary training? 

The outstanding purpose for which the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Associa- 
tion was called into existence was to 
prepare Sunday school teachers so that 
they would not only be provided with 
an adequate knowledge of the Bible, but 
would in addition possess an evangelistic 
zeal and a missionary fervor. In other 


teacher training agencies the tendency _ 


has been to place the emphasis upon 
teaching methods to the neglect of such 
important subjects as the Bible, personal 
evangelism, and missions. The Evangel- 
ical Teacher Training Association offers 
a well balanced curriculum that pre- 
pares the religious teacher as adequately 
for his all important task, as the normal 
school equips instructors for the public 
schools. In the seven years of its ex- 
istence the Association has grown in 
membership from eight to ninety schools 
and has issued 2,392 diplomas and 11,436 
certificates of credit. The activities of 
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its graduates in organizing and conduct- 
ing classes in the Preliminary Training 
Course may be ascertained from the fact 
that 12,000 manuals were used in their 
classes last year. 

It is the furtherance of such training 
for our Sunday school teachers that will 
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127 Appeals 


When is it time to “ give up’ a boy ? 











to One Boy 
By Leslie E. Dunkin 











HE Sunday school leaders had been 

on the point of discontinuing the 
separate organization of the Junior De- 
partment as a distinct group in the larger 
school. The previous Junior superin- 
tendent was giving up the work. No- 
body else would assume the responsi- 
bility. The school superintendent finally 
asked me if I would take over the Junior 
Department and do what I could with it. 
At first I refused to consider the respon- 
sibility, but he told me to think it over 
and let him know later. I tried to pic- 
ture to myself the possible future of the 
various boys and girls who might be 
reached and helped by a strong depart- 
ment in the school. The result was I 
promised to do my best through God’s 
leadership. 

I accepted the big responsibility on 
the one condition that I should have 
complete control of the department and 
the department’s plans, — promising, of 
course, to remain in harmony with the 
plans and work of the entire school. I 
wanted to have full freedom to try my 
plans. If they failed, conditions could 
not be any worse than they were at the 
time. If they should be successful, I 
wanted the opportunity to put them to 
a thorough test. 

The teaching personnel was reorgan- 
ized and strengthened. I insisted that 
the former superintendent continue as a 
teacher of one of the classes, at least 
until the new plans were well under way 
and on a solid foundation. This was 
done to avoid any chance for talk about 
misunderstandings and crowding some- 
body out of the department’s leadership. 

Business says, “It pays to advertise !” 
I wondered whether the same might be 
true in Sunday school work, especially 
in the Junior Department. Plans were 
made for extensive publicity for our 
Junior Department. The backbone of 
this was a regular use of government 
post cards each week to the absentees 
and the prospective names. We were 
not satisfied with the ordinary statements 
cn these cards. Each week our mes- 
sage to the boys and girls was different 
and filled with striking attention and in- 
terest. 

The cost of the cards soon mounted, 
for we did not miss a week in sending 
out our cards. We encouraged, in fact, 
urged the boys and girls to give us the 
names and addresses of prospective 





This is one of the many articles submitted in 
the prize contest on this subject which, while 
not winning a prize, is well worth the atten- 
tion of Sunday school workers. 


members for our department. One of 
the names received was “Bob Dunn” 
(the name we’ll use for this article). 
Each week a card was sent to him along 
with the rest. 

In six months our monthly average 
attendance was raised from 46 to 106. 
Much of this growth we attributed to 
our regular use of post cards. The in- 
creased collections from the larger at- 
tendance took care of the expenses for 
the cards. The larger the attendance, the 
larger was the collection and the fewer 
were the cards to be mailed to absentees 
and prospective Juniors. 

However, Bob Dunn did not come, al- 
though we knew he was not going to any 
other Sunday school or church. I saw 
him personally several times, and so did 
other teachers and leaders in the depart- 
ment, but we could not get him to prom- 
ise to come. I sent a card to him each 
week for a whole year and he did not 
come. A second year passed and still 
Bob Dunn did not come. 

Evangelistic meetings were held in the 
church, at which time over 100 people 
united with the church either by first 
confession or by renewing or transfer- 
ing membership. Of this number exactly 
100 came either directly from the Junior 
Department membership or from fam- 
ilies represented in our department. 

I was not satisfied with this, for Bob 
Dunn had not been reached by our cards. 
I took a special personal interest in him, 
for he was known as a “problem” boy in 
his neighborhood. I did not want to 
give up. 

One week I paused to count the num- 
ber of times a card had been mailed to 
Bob Dunn. Exactly 126 cards had been 
sent to this one boy, without any favor- 
able response, — not even a promise. 

“There’s a limit!” I exclaimed to my- 
self.” “I’m going to send Bob just one 
more card. If this doesn’t bring him, 
we'll just forget about him. One hun- 
dred and twenty-seven cards ought to 
be all that should be expected of us.” 

I put everything I had into that last 
card for Bob Dunn. I wanted to give 
him a good last chance in the 127th card. 
I prayed all week that somehow that last 
card would appeal to Bob. 

The time came to start Sunday school 
in.our department, and no Bob Dunn 
had appeared. I sighed with relief, 
though discouraged, for I felt we had 
done our part. However, as the boys 
and girls were going to their classrooms 
for their lesson discussions, the door to 
our department room opened and Bob 
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Dunn slipped into the group of moving 
Juniors. I saw him and thanked God 
at once for that last card. 

I was determined that Bob Dunn 
should keep coming and should not be a 
“problem” boy in our department. When 
he finally wanted to confess Christ as his 
Saviour and unite with the church, some 
of the church leaders raised a question 
as to the advisability of allowing him to 
unite with the church. I questioned it 
myself, but kept my thoughts to myself. 
I stood up for Bob Dunn and he united 
with the church then. 

Shortly after that my work was fin- 
ished with the Junior Department, and 
I was going to another city to live. I 
turned over a well organized, enthusi- 
astic Junior Department to my successor, 
but my greatest joy was from reaching 
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Bob Dunn with that last card. Shortly 
after leaving that city I heard he had 
become president of the young people’s 
organization in the church. Later my 
heart said humbly, “Thank you, God!” 
when I chanced to pick up the home- 
town newspaper, — home-town for a mi- 
grating minister’s son of a few years 
back. To the ordinary person, it was 
merely the formal report of the ordina- 
tion of a young man to the Gospel min- 
istry, but to me it brought vivid memo- 
ries. The young minister was Bob Dunn. 

And a serious question comes to my 
mind: Suppose I had not sent that last 
card, how much would have been 
missed? I have decided never to quit by 
coming to another “last” card. I'll keep 
at it! 

SoutH Benn, Inp. 
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New light on Bible events and characters from inscriptions and ancient ruins 


of The Sunda 1 Ti ind Professor of ities 


Finds in Bible Lands 











ETHLEHEM continues to show an 
interesting story of prehistoric 
times. In the bone beds near that 

city have been found the remains of 
such animals as the elephant, hippo- 
potamus, and rhinoceros, as well as the 
earliest mammalian remains discovered 
in Palestine. Other prehistoric work 
has been done at the Bridge of the 
Daughters of Jacob, just north of Lake 
Huleh (which lake is incorrectly called 
the Waters of Merom on most Bible 
maps). Prehistoric data of later periods 
than those of Bethlehem were found 
here. This expedition thinks that cli- 
matic changes in Palestine have re- 
mained about constant from earliest 
times up to the present. 

Miss Dorothy Garrod has given out 
her conclusions on the seven seasons 
worked in the three caves of Wady el- 
Mughara near Haifa. Here is a complete 
succession of deposits, the best consecu- 
tive deposit of prehistoric human work- 
manship in the Near East. 

In the ancient Ammonite country 
across the Jordan prehistoric material 
has also been discovered, but it comes 
from a later period and blends into the 
transition period of pure history, as we 
have it represented at Jericho about 
4,000 B. C. Dr. Nelson Glueck has worked 
in this same section and discovered his- 
toric settlements that date from the 
times of Abraham and Jacob, but none 
of these has yet been excavated. 

That same country he found to be full 
of ruins dating from about the thirteenth 
to the seventeenth century B. C. The 
buildings are often made of massive 
stone — in some places the walls are six 
feet in thickness, and for that reason 
early explorers had dated these construc- 
tions to the Stone Age, but that was two 
millenia too early. 

He has also located the southern boun- 
dary of Peraea of New Testament times, 
that is, from the time of Herod the 
Great. It extends eastward from the 





Dead Sea near Machaerus to the top of 
the western edge of the Moabite Plateau. 
Its eastern boundary begins in a “north- 
south line running somewhat west of 
Madeba.” This makes Peraea only about 
one-half as wide at its southern end as 
Josephus had described it. Nabataean 
territory lay to the south and east. 


A City Captured by Joshua 


HE excavations at Lachish now help 

quite specifically in dating Joshua’s 
conquest. In the ruins of the city that 
Joshua captured (Josh. 10:31, 32) were 
found the fragments of a bowl. When 
these were put together they were shown 
to contain an inscription in Egyptian 
hieratic. The world’s two best scholars 
in that field have read the inscription as 
relating to grain deliveries. The last of 
these dates is the fourth year and the 
fourth menth of the reign of a certain 
Pharaoh, but unfortunately the name of 
that Pharaoh is not preserved. It must, 
however, have been one of the three 
kings whos reigned at least that long, and 
who must be dated shortly after Ramses 
II, as adjacent material demands. The 
date of this inscription therefore is most 
likely in the reign of Marniptah (whose 
name used to be spelled Meremptah); 
for in his reign this date would fall on 
October twentieth, which would be the 
latest date for grain deliveries before 
the heavy winter rains set in. Thus it 
is shortly after 1231 B. C. that Lachish 
fell to the troops of Joshua. This same 
Pharaoh in one of his most famous in- 
scriptions boasts of defeating Israel in 
1230 B. C., but the Bible makes no refer- 
ence to such a campaign. 

Scribblings have also been found on 
the upright face of some steps of a large 
Jewish building of about 600 B. C. or 
slightly earlier. The excavators think 
they are the work of a schoolboy. Along 
with a couple of drawings are the first 
five letters of the Hebrew alphabet. Our 
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alphabet of today still follows that orig- 
inal order of those letters. Hebrew reads 
from right to left. The letters run as 
follows: (1) Aleph, a consonant letter 
not used in Greek, and which the Greeks 
therefore converted into the vowel “A.” 
Hebrew did not write vowels. (2) Beth 
or “B.” (3) Gimel or “G.” (4) Daleth or 
“D>.” (6) He or “H.” 
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The scribblings at Lachish 
Reprinted by permission from the London Times 


A Key to the Writings on Scarabs 


GYPT now comes directly into the 

fascinating story of the history of the 
alphabet. Alan Rowe, one of the world’s 
finest authorities on Egyptian scarabs, 
has discovered the alphabetic principle 
was used on a certain type of Egyptian 
scarab before the days of Moses. The 
inscriptions on many scarabs could never 
be read before; because, although the 
word signs were all plain, the words 
when put together did not make any 
sense. Rowe now tried the alphabetic 
principle on these scarabs and used only 
the first letter of each of these words. 








Lo and behold! They often spelled the, 


name of some Egyptian god. The Egyp- 
tian priests had well concealed their 
secret. 

Excavations are being conducted at 
Tell Kudadi at the mouth of Auja River 
just north of Jaffa. It is only a small 
tell and probably marked a secondary 
port for Jaffa. The dressed sandstone 
walls of its fortress, still standing about 
fifteen feet high, date back to the time 
of David. 


b 4 
Colossal Engineering at Tyre 


HE greatest ancient seaport of the 

Levant was doubtless Tyre. Addi- 
tional studies by the French on the old 
harbor have produced a wonderful pic- 
ture of that seaport. There was an inner 
harbor created by a mole some twenty- 
six hundred feet long and at places 
thirty feet wide. Large squared stone 
blocks and rubble concrete were used in 
the construction of the mole. Through 
this mole there was an opening near the 
center and two docks were located on 
each side of the entrance. There was 
an outer roadstead over six thousand 
feet long, made by a breakwater of stone 
blocks set into natural reefs off the 
shore. 
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Sargon’s Trail of Destruction 


'o trail of the Assyrian king Sargon, 
who captured Samaria and destroyed 
the northern kingdom of Israel, has been 
picked up by the archeologists in Syria. 
There the city of Hamath on the 
Orantes is being excavated, and they 
have reached the remains of that city 
which Sargon captured and burned in 
720 B. C. A number of basalt sculptures 
from the citadel’s entrance have been 
found. They show the eclectic type of 
Syrian art. Syrian excavations farther 
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north in the Orantes Valley are also 
showing increasing light on the Hittite 
history of Syria, but it is too early to 
work out the complete story. The Hittite 
influence, however, was certainly more 
powerful than we had realized. 


$e 
Evidences of Maritime Commerce 


ROUND the Mediterranean just west- 

ward from Syria is Cilicia. Here in 
the city of Tarsus, in levels correspond- 
ing to Old Testament times, and near 
Mersina on the coast the interplay of 
Hittite and Syrian influences is also be- 
ing studied. 

Minoan influence from the Island of 
Crete was also in North Syria at an early 
date and seems to have even affected 
art down the Euphrates as far as Mari. 


4 


Palaces of Abraham’s Day 


ARI, the old Ammorite capitol, con- 

tinues to furnish striking material 
or the reconstruction of the age of Abra- 
ham. The palace of the twenty-first and 
twentieth centuries B. C. seems to be an 
endless building. ‘Two hundred and 
twenty rooms have already been ex- 
cavated and the end is not yet. Several 
thousand more tablets were found there 
from the period just before its capture 
by Hammurabi. These Mari tablets men- 
tion some fifty kings. One of these is 
the King of Ugarit, or Ras Shamra, thus 
relating these two most interesting sites. 
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In the palace is a painted wall with 
two panels. One is the king’s investure 
by Astarte, the Canaanite goddess. The 
lower scene presents two goddesses fac- 
ing each other. Each holds a vase in 
which is a growing plant; and from each 
vase descend four streams of water with 
fish swimming in them. In other in- 
stances the wall painting is made in 
imitation of marble. The palace con- 
tained its own small sanctuary, but the 
city had a great ziggurat with its great 
temple in imitation of the Babylonian 
religious architecture. 

At Tell Brak to the northeast of Mari 
a palace has been found whose ground 
plan is Sumerian and similar to the great 
courtyard at Ur of the Chaldees. The 
building, 300 by 240 feet, seems to date 
several centuries before Abraham. The 
site was continuously occupied for a 
couple of centuries after Jacob, when it 
fell into ruins until the Romans used the 
mound again to defend their Syrian 
frontier. 

Dura-Europus was another of the Ro- 
man frontier camp-cities, and there were 
found two temples of Atargastis, one 
from about 50 B. C. and the other A. D. 
32. This is the same Atargastis whose 
worship extended down through Syria 
and Palestine. Askelon had one of her 
most famous temples. She was a modi- 
fication of the old Canaanite goddess 
Astarte. She was the original mermaid, 
being represented in art with the body 
of a woman and the tail of a fish. 

PITTSBURGH. 














When the Bible Was Given to England . 


An editorial, continued from the second page 














them one lesson or sentence of the same 
till they have learned the whole Lord’s 
Prayer and creed in English by rote. 
And as they be taught every sentence 
of the same by rote, ye shall expound 
and declare the understanding of the 
same unto them, exhorting all parents 
and householders to teach their children 
and servants the same, as they are bound 
in conscience to do. And that done, ye 
shall declare unto them the Ten Com- 
mandments, one by one, every Sunday 
and holyday, till they be likewise perfect 
in the same. 

“Item. That ye make or cause to be 
made in the said church and every other 
cure ye have, one sermon every quar- 
ter of a year at least, wherein ye shall 
purely and sincerely declare the very 
Gospel of Christ and in the same exhort 
your hearers to the works of charity, 
mercy, and faith specially prescribed and 
commanded in Scripture, and not to re- 
pose their trust or assurance in any 
other works devised by men’s phantasies 
besides Scripture, as in wandering to 
pilgrimage, offering money, candles, or 
tapers to images or relics, or kissing or 
licking the same, saying over a number 
of beads not understanded nor minded 
on, or in such like superstition, for the 
doing whereof ye not only have no 
promise of reward in Scripture, but con- 
trarywise great threats and maledictions 


of God, as things tending to idolatry 
and superstition, which of all other of- 
fences God Almighty doth both detest 
and abhore, so that the same diminisheth 
most his honor and glory. 

“Item. That such images as ye know 
in any of your cures to be so abused 
with pilgrimages or offerings of any- 
thing made thereunto, ye shall, for 
avoiding of that most detestable offence 
of idolatry, forthwith take down and 
shall from thenceforth suffer no candle, 
taper, or images to be set afore any 
image or picture, but only the light that 
commonly goeth across the church by 
the rood loft. . . ."—Royal Injunctions to 
the Clergy by Archbishop Cranmer and 
by Authority of Henry Eighth. 

Such was the Magna Charta of Eng- 
lish spiritual freedom. 

Many and fine were the tributes, dur- 
ing the celebration in June, to the cre- 
ative and redemptive work of the Bible 
in English life and history. Bishop Pol- 
lock of Norwich declares that it has 
“taught those of English stock a sense 
of ordered freedom and of direct re- 
sponsibility to God.” Dr. Black, the 
Moderator of the Church of Scotland, in 
the same manner says: “We trace all 
our liberties of life and thinking to the 
Word of God and only as that Word is 
known and honored have we any hope 
of preserving these ancient liberties in 
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this modern world.” In a magnificent 
account of the influence of the Bible on 
English character, which Arthur Mee has 
contributed to The British Weekly, he 
writes: 

“If we are, as Mr. Santayana says, like 
a cool spot in the desert, a sane oracle 
among the deliriums of mankind, steady 
while other lands are reeling, it is be- 
cause we have learned from the Bible 
the way to endure. If we are deeply 
moved by the bitter spectacle of Hitler’s 
cruelty to the Jews, it is because the love 
of mercy is implanted in us (by the 
Bible’s influence). Our great crowds, 
fifty or a hundred thousand strong, will 
burst instinctively into singing the 
hymns our people have carried across 
the earth, ‘Abide with Me,’ ‘O God, Our 
Help in Ages Past.’ William Tyndale’s 
manuscript was ready just when Caxton 
was setting up the first printing press in 
England. So did God time the two 
events. And the first English ship to go 
round the world, that captained by Sir 
Francis Drake, carried the Bible in Tyn- 
dale’s Translation, forerunner of thou- 
sands of other English ships which have 
carried the Bible in a thousand tongues 
to the remote parts of the earth. Cer- 
tainly Coleridge was right when he said, 
‘To write the true history of the Bible 
and its influence on England was almost 
to write the history of England itself.’” 

What has made the difference between 
England, with her miracle history, and 
poor, squalid, ignorant, sullen Ireland, 
just across the Irish Channel? Just one 
thing! England has the Bible; Ireland 
the Mass. Hugh Law, a Catholic mem- 
ber of the Dail (the lower house, or 
Chamber of Deputies, of the legislature 
of the Irish Free State), stated recently 
without contradiction on the floor of this 
Irish Parliament: “In tens of thousands 
of houses in the Irish Free State not a 
book is to be found save perhaps a 
prayer-book, a tale-book, and Moore’s 
Melodies.” It is characteristic that ac- 
cording to the biographer of John Red- 
mond, the Irish politician, the first time 
Mr. Redmond ever handled a Bible was 
when lodged in jail for political crime. 
The Irish Free State is the only land 
that puts a tariff tax on the importation 
of Bibles. 

This crucial influence of the Bible it is 
that makes all undermining theological 
attacks on it a peril to a nation as well 
as to church and individual. In a little 
personal witness by Brigadier-General 
Frost of the British Army, he says: 

“On my way home from India I met 
a Parsee who seemed very depressed at 
what he thought was the break-up of the 
Christian religion in England. He said 
that many people in England were trying 
to discredit the miraculous birth of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and many of our 
fundamental beliefs. I asked him why 
it should worry him, seeing that he was 
not a Christian. 

“ ‘No,’ he said, ‘I am not a Christian, 
but we Orientals always distrust a nation 
which neglects its own religion. It al- 
ways precedes the break-up of that 
nation. If Britain breaks up what will 
happen to us? Britain is the real leader 
of Christian ideas and Christianity means 
freedom for every one, whatever else it 
may mean in addition. It unconsciously 
influences all other religions.’ ” 





592 * 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


August 20, 1938 











LESSON 10. SEPTEMBER 4. SAMUEL: SPIRITUAL REVIVAL 


International Uniform Lesson.—1 Samuel 7: 1-17; printed text, 1 Samuel 7: 3-13 
Golden Text.—Prepare your hearts unto the Lord, and serve him only.—1 Sam. 7: 3 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 1 Sar::uel 7:3-13 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


1 Samuel 7:3 And Samuel spake unto all the house of Israel, 
saying, If ye do return unto the Lorp with all your hearts, then 
put away the strange gods and Ashtaroth from among you, and 
prepare your hearts unto the Lorp, and serve him only: and he 
will deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines. 

4 Then the children of Israel did put away Baalim and Ashta- 
roth, and served the Lorp only. 

5 And Samuel said, Gather all Israel to Mizpeh, and I will 
pray for you unto the Lorp. 

6 And they gathered together to Mizpeh, and drew water, and 
poured it out before the Lorp, and fasted on that day, and said 
there, We have sinned against the Lorp. And Samuel judged the 
children of Israel in Mizpeh. 

7 And when the Philistines heard that the children of Israel 
were gathered together to Mizpeh, the lords of the Philistines 
went up against Israel. And when the children of Israel heard it, 
they were afraid of the Philistines. 

8 And when the children of Israel said to Samuel, Cease not 
to cry unto the Lorp our God for us, that he will save us out of 
the hand of the Philistines. 

9 And Samuel took a sucking lamb, and offered it for a burnt 
offering wholly unto the Lorp: and Samuel cried unto the Lorp for 
Israel; and the Lorp heard him. 

10 And as Samuel was offering up the burnt offering, the 
Philistines drew near to battle against Israel: but the Lorp thun- 
dered with a great thunder on that day upon the Philistines, and 
discomfited them; and they were smitten before Israel. 

11 And the men of Israel went out of Mizpeh, and pursued the 
Philistines, and smote them, until they came under Bethcar. 

12 Then Samuel took a stone, and set it between Mizpeh and 
Shen, and called the name of it Eben-ezer, saying, Hitherto 
hath the Lorp helped us. 

13 So the Philistines were subdued, and they came no more 
into the coast of Israel: and the hand of the Lorp was against 
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AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


1 Sam. 7:3 And Samuel spake unto all the house of Israel, 
saying, If ye do return unto Jehovah with all your heart, then 
put away the foreign gods and the Ashtaroth from among you, 
and direct your hearts unto Jehovah, and serve him only; and 
he will deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines. 4 Then the 
children of Israel did put away the Baalim and the Ashtaroth, 
and served Jehovah only. 

5 And Samuel said, Gather all Israel to Mizpah, and I will 
pray for you unto Jehovah. 6 And they gathered together to 
Mizpah, and drew water, and poured it out before Jehovah, and 
fasted on that day, and said there, We have sinned against 
Jehovah. And Samuel judged the children of Israel in Mizpah. 
7 And when the Philistines heard that the children of Israel 
were gathered together to Mizpah, the lords of the Philistines 
went up against Israel. And when the children of Israel heard 
it, they were afraid of the Philistines. 8 And the children of 
Israel said to Samuel, Cease not to cry unto Jehovah our God 
for us, that he will save us out of the hand of the Philistines. 
9 And Samuel took a sucking lamb, and offered it for a whole 
burnt-offering unto Jehovah: and Samuel cried unto Jehovah 
for Israel; and Jehovah answered him. 10 And as Samuel was 
offering up the burnt-offering, the Philistines drew near to battle 
against Israel; but Jehovah thundered with a great 1thunder on 
that day upon the Philistines, and discomfited them; and they 
were smitten down before Israel. 11 And the men of Israel 
went out of Mizpah, and pursued the Philistines, and smote them, 
until they came under Beth-car. 

12 Then Samuel took a stone, and set it between Mizpah and 
Shen, and called the name of it *Ebenezer, saying, Hitherto 
hath Jehovah helped us. 13 So the Philistines were subdued, and 
they came no more within the border of Israel: and the hand 


of Jehovah was against the Philistines all the days of Samuel. | 


1Heb., voice. 2 That is, The stone of help. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 





the Philistines all the days of Samuel. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


VEN before the death of Eli it be- 
E came evident that Samuel was his 

divinely-appointed successor as 
judge in Israel. And so, after the dis- 
concerting experiences of the Philistines 
in connection with the ark of the cove- 
nant led them to send it back to the 
people whose glory it was, we find the 
young prophet coming immediately to 
the front, and through his ministry there 
was a revival of interest in the wor- 
ship of Jehovah and a true return to 
God on the part of many. God works 
through human instruments and he al- 
ways has the man ready when the hour 
of blessing strikes. The history of the 
great awakenings throughout the cen- 
turies, first in Israel and then in the 
Church of the new dispensation, is 
largely the story of the chosen servants 
prepared by God and subject to his 
will, who have been raised up to call 
an erring people to repentance and to 
bring them back to their only proper 
allegiance. Of these, Samuel stands out 
as one of the greatest of the whole army 
of the reformers. 


The Historical Setting 

For seven months the ark was in the 
country of the Philistines, after which 
it was placed by the Philistine lords on 
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a cart drawn by two cows, which, though 
their calves were left behind them, took 
the straight road to the Israelitish town 
of Beth-shemesh, the people of which 
place erred in looking into it and were 
smitten in judgment, so that they were 
afraid to keep it, but notified the inhabi- 
tants of Kirjath-jearim to come and get 
it. They kept it for twenty years. The 
time was probably 1141 B. C. to 1120 
B.C. 


Verse by Verse 


1 Sam. 7:3—“Put away the strange 
gods.” Whether at the close of the twenty 
years, or, as seems most. likely, very 
soon after the return of the ark, we see 
Samuel coming to the front as the in- 
spired prophet of Jehovah. He called 
the people to repent of past wickedness 
and to return whole-heartedly to the 
Lord. Only thus could they expect com- 
plete victory over their foes. 


Verse 4—“Served the Lord only.” It 
resulted in a thoroughgoing revival. The 
idols were abolished and Israel turned 
wholly to the Lord, determined to serve 
him only. 


Verse 5.—“I will pray for you.” Samuel 
issued a cal! for a great convocation at 
Mizpeh, where he promised to intercede 
on their behalf and present their needs 
before the Lord. His was the energy 
of faith which inspired confidence in 
others. 


Verse 6.—“We have sinned against the 
Lord.” At Mizpeh, in the presence of 


the great gathering, Samuel poured 
water out upon the ground as symbolic 
of their weak and helpless state (see 2 
Sam. 14:14), and they observed a peni- 
tential fast. Together they confessed 
their sins as individuals and as a nation. 
This is always the sure precursor to 
blessing. Samuel was recognized as 
their God-appointed judge. 

Verse 7.—“The lords of the Philistines 
went up against Israel.” When God’s 
people seek his face and repent of their 
sins, the enemy will always endeavor 
to hinder revival and blessing. So the 
Philistines prepared to attack Israel, thus 
filling the people’s hearts with dread. 

Verse 8.—“Cry unto the Lord our God 
for us.” In their distress they had re- 
course to prayer and besought Samuel to 
continue to make intercession on their 
behalf that they might be saved from the 
cruel foe. 


Verse 9.—“Offered .. . a burnt-offer- 
ing.” Divinely guided, Samuel took a 
little lamb—the very expression of 
meekness and of weakness — and offered 
it before God as a burnt offering. It was 
a type of Christ crucified through weak- 
ness, offering himself without spot unto 
God on man’s behalf (Eph. 5:2). As the 
smoke of the sacrifice ascended, Sam- 
uel’s prayers went up to God, who an- 
swered according to the love of his heart 
for Israel. 


Verse 10.—“The Lord thundered.” As 
the solemn service was in progress, the 
enemy “drew near to battle against Is- 
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rael,” but a sudden thunderstorm came 
up of such disastrous character that it 
terrified the Philistines and they re- 
treated in dismay. Thus God acted for 
his people. 


Verse 11—“The men of Israel . 
smote them.” Encouraged by the evi- 
dence of divine intervention, the Israel- 
ites followed the already discomfited 
hosts of the enemy, defeating them 
utterly. 


Verse 12.—“Eben-ezer.” Returning in 
triumph to a place near Mizpeh, they 
set up a stone as a pillar of victory in 
recognition of the goodness of God. They 
gave him all the glory, crying, “Hitherto 
hath the Lord helped us.” The stone 
was called “Eben-ezer,” meaning liter- 
ally, “Stone of Help.” 


Verse 13.—“The Philistines were sub- 
The victory had far-reaching 
effects. So long as Samuel ruled over 
the nation, the enemy did not venture 
to attack them again. 


Verses 14 to 16—Samuel’s circuit. As 
long as he lived (which includes most 
of the reign of Saul) Samuel was rec- 
ognized as Judge. He held a “circuit 
court,” going in turn to the chief centers 
in Palestine, where the people could 
readily bring their matters to him for 
adjudication. At Ramah he built an 
altar and sacrificed to the Lord. Shiloh 
had been forsaken and Zion not yet 
chosen, so all was dispensationally in 
keeping. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


God is always ready to visit his peo- 
ple in blessing and grant revival and 
spiritual refreshment when they judge 
their sins in his presence and cry to 
him for the deliverance they need. Oh, 
that we today might be stirred to real- 
ize the great need of the whole church 
of God, so that there would be a mighty 
cry of entreaty going up to the throne, 
accompanied by an honest purging our- 
selves from all known sin, and a true 
returning to the place of obedience to 
his Word! Who can say what blessed 
results might yet be vouchsafed to his 
people, and what the glorious effects 
might be upon a godless world outsitle? 


Lesson Outlines 
ReEvivAL — THE DIVINE ORDER 
Revive me (Psa. 138:7) 
Revive us (Psa. 85:6) 
Revive thy work (Hab. 3:2) 


SAMUEL THE GOD-APPOINTED LEADER 
Dedicated from birth: (1 Sam. 1:27, 28) 
Called of God (3:4-10) 

Growing in grace and knowledge (vs. 
19-21) 
Recognized by the people (v. 20) 


Leading in the way of righteousness 
(7: 3-10) 
Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

Finney has shown that there are spir- 
itual laws governing revival in the 
church which, if obeyed, are certain to 
produce the desired results. These are 
repentance or self-judgment on the part 
of God’s people, sincere confession and 
forsaking of sin, earnest prayer for bless- 
ing, and faith in the promises of the 
Word. 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


10. September 4.—Samuel: Spiritual Re- 
WOW asks: s divews ceacaenerae 1 Samuel 7:1-17 
11. September 11.—Saul: Moral Failure. 
1 Samuel 10:17-25; 15:10-23; 28:3-25; 
31:1-10 
12. September 18.—Jonathan: Courage- 
ous Friendship. 1 Samuel 14:1-46; 
18:1-4; 19:1-7; 20:1-42; 23:15-18; 
2 Samuel 1:17-27 
13. September 25.—David: Triumphant 
Ce re ee Psalms 23 and 27 
Fourth Quarter 
1. October 2.—The One True God. 
Exodus 20:2, 3; Isaiah 45:22; Mark 
12:28-34; 1 Corinthians 8:4-6 
2. October 9.—Spiritual Worship. 
Exodus 20:4-6; 32:1-8; John 4:19-24 
3. October 16.—Reverence for God. 
Exodus 20:7; Matthew 5:33-37; 12:33-37 
4, October 23.—Our Day of Rest. Exodus 
20:8-11; Isaiah 58:13, 14; Luke 13:10- 
17; Galatians 4:8-11; Colossians 2: 
16; Revelation 1:10 
5. October 30.—Personal Rights and 
Where They End (International Tem- 
perance Sunday) ....... Ecclesiastes 
2:1-3, 10, 11; Romans 6:17-23; 14:21 








God delights to undertake for those 
who trust him. There was nothing 
miraculous about a thunderstorm. But 
a thunderstorm sent at the needed mo- 
ment was clearly the divine response to 
the prayer of faith. 


Eli’s life story is, generally speaking, 
one of godly subjection to the will of 
the Lord. But in his old age his affec- 
tion for his sons blinded his eyes to their 
incapacity as judges, and to certain glar- 
ing defects in their characters, thus link- 
ing him in measure with the failure of 
Eli. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Are we trying to look into the ark, 
where the condemning law is found, in- 
stead of rejoicing in the mercy seat that 
God has provided, to cover it? 


Have we any idols in our hearts or 
homes that divide our allegiance to the 
Lord Jesus Christ? 


Do we honestly confess the sins of 
the past, and purpose to live only for 
God in days to come? 


Is our confidence in our own fancied 
strength, or do we acknowledge our 
weakness and inability to glorify God 
apart from his enabling grace? 


Sin confessed and judged before God 
is, in his sight, as sin that has never 
been committed. Have we trusted him 
for forgiveness? 


Do we know what it is to put the liv- 
ing God between us and our spiritual 
foes, assured that victory must be ours 
by faith? ‘ 

Are we careful to give God all the 
glory for our deliverance, or do we at- 
tribute victory to our own prowess or 
devotion? 

Do we realize what it means to have 
Christ as our altar and sacrifice, and 
as our priest and guide? 

If we sense the low spiritual condi- 
tions prevailing on every hand are we 
crying for revival to begin in us? 

What kind of Christians would the 


* $93 


rest of our group be if they were just 
like ourselves? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


God is ready to give revival if we 
are ready to be revived. 

The acknowledgment that we are 
“weak as water spilt upon the ground” 
is the first necessity if we would know 
the working of God’s omnipotent power. 


The sucking lamb offered in sacrifice 
in 1 Samuel 7 reminds one of the Lamb- 
kin (literal translation) in the midst of 
the throne in Revelation 5, as both speak 
of the Lord Jesus, who as the Lamb of 
God was crucified through weakness (2 


Cor. 13:4). 


Revivals are not haphazard phe- 
nomena, but follow according to spir- 
itual law when the conditions are met. 

Satan’s opposition will always be 
manifest when the people of God are 
facing their sins and failures and seeking 
restoration to fellowship. 

In the life of Samuel we may see how 
God honored the faith of his praying 
mother and accepted her son as “lent to 
the Lord.” 

Hannah must have rejoiced as she re- 
alized how wonderfully her prayers had 
been answered, not only in giving her 
a son, but in using him for the blessing 
of all Israel. 

The man who knows the mind of God 
is the man who is capable of guiding 
his brethren and advising them in their 
perplexities. 

Samuel did not stand off and look 
coldly upon the people because of their 
many failures, but he took his place 
with them in confession and so helped 
to recover them to the path of obedience. 

Two things that should never be sep- 
arated are emphasized in Samuel’s min- 
istry —the altar and the priestly min- 
istry of intercession. 

CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
HY did God slay the men of Beth- 
shemesh? 


2. Where was the ark for the twenty 
years after its return to Israel? 


‘ 3. What did Samuel call on Israel to do 
in order that they might be delivered from 
their enemies? 


4. What did the ceremony of vouring out 
water signify? ’ 


5. What attitude did Israel take at Miz- 
peh? 

6. How were the Philistines affected? 

7. To whom did Israel turn for help? 

8. Of what was the burnt offering a type? 

9. How did God intervene? 

10. What was the happy result? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 598 of this issue. 


He appoints his ministers to be sorely 
exercised, both from without and within, 
that they may sympathize with their 
flock, and know in their own hearts the 
deceitfulness of sin, the infirmities of 
the flesh, and the way in which the Lord 
supports and bears with all that trust 
him.—John Newton. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send iustestione 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leafiet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by_ the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of Musteations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked te 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

Germany’s Rebellion Against God.— 
Prepare your hearts unto the Lord, and 
serve him only (Golden Text). The first 
thing that the Germanic New World 
View and new religion demands is the 
out-and-out rejection of the Old Testa- 
ment. It should not be allowed to be 
read at all. They also attempt to elim- 
inate such blessed words as “Jehovah,” 
and the Hebrew word of praise, “Halle- 
lujah,” and the word “Amen,” because 
they are Hebrew words and they should 
never be used by an Aryan. Another 
change now appears here and there in 
German obituaries. . .. Here are several 
of the ridiculous substitutes which are 
suggested and now used by these new 
Germanic religionists: Er starb im 
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Glauben an Adolf Hitler” (“He died in 
belief in Adolf Hitler’). Another one, 
“Starb im Glauben in seinen Fuehrer” 
(“Died in the faith of his guide”). Still 
another, “Starb im Glauben in Deutsch- 
land’s Zukunft” (“Died in the faith of 
Germany’s Future”).—Part of an article 
in The Chosen People, quoted from an 
article by Dr. A. C. Gaebelein in Our 
Hope. Sent by Alice L. Cary, Dayton, 
Ohio. 


Foolish Birds and People.—Return 
unto the Lord (1 Sam. 7:3). One morn- 
ing I wanted to feed the birds. It was 
gray and cold and the ground was cov- 
ered with snow. I stepped out on the 
porch and flung them handfuls of crumbs 
and called to them. No, there they sat, 
cold and hungry and afraid. They did 
not trust me. As I sat and watched and 
waited, it seemed to me I could get God’s 
viewpoint more clearly than ever be- 
fore. He offers, plans, waits, hopes, 
longs for all things for our good. But 
he has to watch and wait as I did for 
my timid friends.—From Aline V. O. 
Trumbull, in The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, Can. 


In the Perils of Traffic_—He will de- 
liver you (v. 3). A morning newspaper 
of London recently printed a picture 
taken the day before near Buckingham 
Palace. A policeman was holding up 
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the busy traffic with his white-gloved 
hands. The busses throbbed and sim- 
mered, the big horses in the drays 
champed their bits and stamped their 
feet. The motor vans and taxis all stood 
obedient; the boys on bicycles put one 
leg to the ground and held onto whatever 
was nearest to them; all the work of 
that busy street was stopped. All the 
people wondered who was coming, and 
many craned their necks to see if it 
were the king about to drive through 
the big gates of the palace. Then came 
a surprise indeed. On the empty street 
so carefully guarded and protected, there 
walked across, looking very proud and 
clever, a mother duck with her ten little 
ducklings im single file behind her! 
There they waddled — all the little necks 
on the stretch, all the little beaks a- 
twitter, all the little eyes wide open. 
When they got safely across, the big 
policeman lowered his arm and the 
waves of traffic surged on once more. 
“That was just like Moses and the Is- 
raelites crossing the Red Sea,” said a 
little girl showing the picture to her 
father, only there were no Egyptians 
following after!”—From The Presbyte- 
rian. Sent by Emily McFarland, New- 
ark, Ohio. Prize illustration. 


Repentance and Restitution.—Then the 
children. of Israel did put away Baalim 
... and served the Lord only (v. 4). A 
little boy had broken the glass of a 
street lamp, and was greatly disturbed. 
“What shall I do?” he asked his father 
in trepidation. “Do?” cried his father, 
“tell the lamplighter about it, ask him 
whom you must pay, then go and settle 
like a man.” This very practical way 
of dealing with the matter was not what 
the boy was looking for, and he whim- 
peringly replied, “I—I—thought that 
all I had to do was to ask God to for- 
give me.” Be sure God will freely for- 
give us, when in obedience to his Word 
we turn our steps into the way of right- 
eousness.—From C. F. Goss. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


Protected in China.—Samuel cried 
unto the Lord for Israel; and the Lord 
heard him (v. 9). It was a tragic night 
in a Chinese city. The bandits had come, 
and dangers surrounded the mission 
compound which sheltered some hun- 
dreds of women and children. On the 
previous night the missionary, Miss Mon- 
sen, had been laid low with a very bad 
attack of malaria, and now the tempter 
harassed her with questions such as 
these: “What will you do when the 
looters come here? When firing begins 
on this compound, what about those 
promises you have been trusting?” Miss 
Monsen turned to the great Conqueror 
of the hosts of darkness, and prayed, 
“Lord, I have been teaching these people 
all these years that thy promises are 
true, and if they fail now, my mouth 
shall be forever closed; I must go home.” 
All that next night she was up among 
the frightened refugees, encouraging 
them to pray and trust God to deliver 
them. Awful things were happening all 
around, but the mission compound was 
untouched! In the morning people from 
three different neighboring families 
asked, “Who were those four people, 
three sitting and one standing, quietly 
watching from the top of your house all 





























Lesson for September 4 


night long?” When told that no one 
was on the housetop, they refused to be- 
lieve it; saying, “We saw them with our 
own eyes!” They were told that God 
still has his angel guardians to protect 
his children in their hour of need, and 
greatest danger.—From Light and Life 
Evangel. Sent by T. D. Gehret, Easton, 
Pa. 


Delivered in Japan.—And as Samuel 
was offering up the burnt-offering, the 
Philistines drew near to battle against 
Israel: but the Lord thundered with a 
great thunder on that day upon the Phil- 
istines, and discomfited them; and they 
were smitten before Israel (v. 10). In 
the village of Abashiri, Japan, lived an 
earnest Christian man. He had an or- 
chard of one thousand trees, and upon 
these depended the livelihood of himself 
and his family. One morning, great was 
his dismay to find that his apples, which 
were then half grown, were being de- 
stroyed by a peculiar worm. As he 
walked through the orchard he observed 
that every tree was affected. What was 
he to do? He called his family together 
there in the orchard and they called 
upon God. Works were added to faith, 
and all through the day and until late 
at night, they worked, picking off the 
worms and destroying them; but with 
the pests multiplying by the thousands it 
became evident that all their efforts were 
in vain. In desperation again they 
turned to God. Weary with the long 
strain they lay down on their straw mats 
for a little sleep. Returning the next 
morning to their orchards to begin an- 
other strenuous day, they were startled 
to see hundreds of strange birds alight- 
ing in the trees. All day long the birds 
stayed, eating up the worms, but never 
injuring the trees or the leaves. This 
kept up for three days in succession. In 
the evening of the third day, as the fam- 
ily walked through’ the orchard, they 
found that it was entirely free of the 
pest. God had vindicated the faith 
ef his children—From New Century 
Leader. Sent by E. M. Chase, Kansas 
City, Kans. 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
how greatly we need to turn wholly to thee, 
putting away whatever may be in our lives 
contrary to thy will! How wonderful it 
would be if, not only here in this place, but 
as far as the Gospel is known, there might 
be a great reviving of faith, and renewing of 
life in the churches throughout the land! 
Thou knowest what barriers stand in the way. 
Thou knowest how greatly we need humbling 
and heart-searching. Wilt thou show us how 
this lesson today touches upon the problems 
that we have in the life of the church, and 
in our own personal lives? If we have at 
all turned aside from thee, may we return 
to thyself in whole-hearted obedience. May 
we not be thinking today of others’ departure 
from thee, but may we face squarely our own 
spiritual needs, and be willing to give over 
anything that is hindering the moving of thy 
Spirit. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 


After the Lesson—How often the 
leaders of Israel needed to call Israel 
back to God! The land of Palestine is 
just covered with places where Israel 
either turned away from God or turned 
back to him. It is a great thing that 
we can have the story of their experi- 
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ences set forth in the Old Testament 
as we have, to teach us how patient and 
how loving God is toward disobedient 
children. There are great losses in dis- 
obedience, great gain in following God’s 
will, and great lessons as we see how 
he dealt with people who acted toward 
him very much as we act. The Golden 
Text for this lesson carries a great mes- 
sage to us, if we look for a revival in 
the churches and Sunday schools. Let 
us say that Text together: “Prepare 
your hearts unto the Lord, and serve 
him only.” Some of us might stagger 
at the personal cost of a revival because 
of what we might have to let go. But 
how trivial anything like that would be 
as compared with the tremendous bless- 
ings that would follow in your life and 
in mine. Let us ask God to prepare 
our hearts so that we shall be ready for 
the moving of his Spirit among us. Let 
us pray. 





HAVE | BEEN FAITHLESS ? 
ETURN 10 
AL Revit ror THE [ORD 
MAY MY HEART BE PREPARED! 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


America’s Idolatry.—Samuel spake .. . 
saying, If ye do return unto the Lord 
with all your hearts, ... put away the 
strange gods (1 Sam. 7:3). When we turn 
to view the Old Testament history, 
sooner or later, we find these “strange 
gods” come sneaking into the picture. 
In fact, the whole story of the judges 
is one of ins and outs for these “strange 
gods.” 

Samuel, the last of the judges, puts 
his finger right on the weak spot of the 
body religio: “Return ... with all your 
hearts.” Or, as we would say today, 
“Without any mental reservation.” 

It would seem that the Israelite nation 
in all its history, from the Egypt days 
to the Babylonian days, could never 
whole-heartedly and near-unanimously, 
get away from the taint of idolatry. It 
was like that old yellow fever mosquito, 
Stegomyia Calopus (now you know 
him !), and his buddy the flu germ, that 
always returned to bite, infect, and kill. 

It took the Babylonian treatment to 
work the permanent cure. There is an 
old saying here in Chester County, “The 
place to find your money is where you 
lost it.” 

The Hebrews found their idolatry in 
slavery (Egyptian). They lost their 
idolatry in slavery (Babylonian). Re- 
member Aaron and the golden calf, when 
the Hebrews were fresh from the Egyp- 
tian slavery? Now over against this 
put the Nehemiah and the great anti- 
idolatry doings and the whisker pulling 
and the smiting because the Jerusalem 
Hebrews had married wives of “Ash- 
dod, ... Ammon, and... Moab” (idol- 
aters) (Exod. 32:4; Neh. 13:23-25). 

And so today when God’s people, the 
Christian Church, with all the heart re- 
turns unto the Lord, the “strange gods” 
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will be put away and the nation will be 
blessed and prosperous. You can name 
some of these strange gods. How about 
the “Gambling God,” for a starter? 


For Others—Samuel cried unto the 
Lord for Israel (v. 9). When in the 
course of Bible study we come to the 
matter of intercessory prayer, — and the 
Book is full of it from Abraham’s plea 
for Sodom and Gomorrah to the Lord 
Jesus’ prayer on the cross for his exe- 
cutioners, not to mention our Advocate 
with the Father—as I was about to 
say, when I read of some one praying 
for another I always think of Tennyson’s 
splendid lines. (Some sentence, that !) 
(1 John 2:1.) The reason they are 
printed here is because you should learn 
them by heart. Note I do not say “com- 
mit them to memory.” They are heart 
words. 

“_.. More things are wrought by prayer 

Than this world dreams of. Wherefore 

let thy voice 

Rise like a fountain for me night and 

day. 

For what are men better than sheep 

or goats 

That nourish a blind life within the 

brain, 

If, knowing God they lift not hands of 

prayer 

Both for themselves and those who 

call them friends.” 


Here is something many folks do not 
know, or knowing, forget. The trou- 
bles, or burdens, or concern, or whatever 
you call them, of godly leaders of men 
are for the most part O. P. Troubles 
— Other People’s. 

Great and Good Leadership carries the 
people around in its bosom. It has been 
established that George Washington, on 
his knees at Valley Forge in the dark 
days, is no myth any more than John 
Knox weeping over Scotland, and the 
Lord Jesus weeping over Jerusalem. 

Indeed, successful leadership is ob- 
tained in no other way. Ask any long- . 
time-settled minister or any continuing- 
on-the-job Sunday school worker who 
has’ been a success. I do not refer to 
the hit-and-run type, but the sort that 
has his flock or his class always under 
his vest and takes them home with him 
all the week. Samuels who know how 
to cry unto the Lord’ for Israel ! 


The Stone Piles——Samuel took a stone 
... and called the name of it Ebenezer, 
saying, Hitherto hath the Lord helped us 
(v. 12). The setting up of stones as 
memorials is one of the oldest customs 
of the human race. Archeologists are 
busy digging up and reading these me- 
morial stones. When you go abroad you 
see on every side the great masses of 
stone in all their impressiveness, from 
the pyramids and sphinx in their solid 
mass to the more graceful shafts like 
the “Cleopatra’s Needle” in New York 
and London. In Greece and Rome the 
stones take on grace and beauty. In 
England we have Stone Henge in all 
its crudeness. 

But it is in the sacred narrative we find 
the stone piles coupled with the religious 
sentiment. Mizpeh—‘“The Lord watch 
between me and thee” (Gen. 31:48, 49). 
And here we have Ebenezer — “Hitherto 
hath the Lord helped us.” 

After the great war the nations put 
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up memorials to “The Unknown Soldier,” 
and on Armistice Day dignitaries from 
the President down place flowers upon 
the same. By that act they honor all 
who died in the conflict. 

A wealthy Philadelphian, desiring to 
erect a “stone” to the memory of his 
departed wife, did it by framing his 
“stone” into a magnificent structure for 
the care of crippled children. 

Stephen Girard left his fortune for a 
“stone” for the care of orphaned boys. 
Henry Ford at Detroit has his “stone” 
in a great hospital with medical attend- 
ance at prices the average man can pay. 

Milton Hershey, the chocolate man, is 
erecting his “stone” in the splendid 
schools for orphan boys. As I write, they 
have just raised the money for a “stone” 
which is to be a hospital at Saranac 
Lake, N. Y. 

Here is the point of all this: The 
pyramids and temples of the ancient 
world did not do a single thing to make 
life easier for humanity. Did not lighten 
a single load or straighten a crooked leg 
or provide for a fatherless child. Nor 
did those glorious piles of the Middle 
Ages, the great cathedrals, in which re- 
ligion was mostly show. 

The real memorial, the real “stone” is 
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the sentiment of helpfulness. This comes 
from the teaching of the pure religion 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, whether the 
“stone pile” builder knows it or not. 
COATESVILLE, PA. 
we 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Nations and Individuals. 
Discussion: What are the “idolatries” 
of the present day? Can one make an 
idol of business? Of money? Of social 
pleasures? Of appetite? Of an ambi- 
tion? 

Objective: “Seek ye first the king- 
dom of God, and his righteousness; and 
all these things shall be added unto 
you” (Matt. 6:33). 











AY, fellows, the life of a nation is 

just a composite picture of the indi- 
viduals who make up a nation. Some 
of the clearest life lessons come to us 
in a nation’s history. There is so much 
variation in the character of individuals, 
in their circumstances and surroundings, 
that when we apply principles and see 
some apparently resulting one way and 
some another way, we are apt to be- 
come confused. It is like standing close 
to a building and studying the details 
of its construction and ornamentation; 
we do not get a fair conception of its 
design and proportions until we stand 
off at a distance and see the whole of it 
at once. Looking at individuals we see 
the wicked prospering apparently, while 
the just and the righteous man has great 
affliction and hardships. We do not re- 
alize we are looking at a small section 
of a man’s life — just a few years of it. 
We don’t see the “last round up,” which 
is the thing that counts most, after all, 
because that is what reveals his status 
in eternity. Jesus says: “What shall 
it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole 
world, and lose his own soul?” (Mark 
8:36.) 

There is one colossal mistake that 
underlies the collapse of nations, as we 
look at the history of the world. Simply 
stated, that mistake was putting some- 
thing else ii God’s place. They tried 
to do it, but thy couldn’t get away with 
it. Broadly speaking, that one thing was 
idolatry; in some cases it was specifically 
idolatry. It was so with Babylon and 
other heather cities and nations of an- 
cient times. Greece put culture and the 
glory of the human body in the place of 
God. The Roman empire put world 
power in the place of God, and so did 
the German empire. Napoleon put in 
the place of God his thirst for world 
rulership, and relied upon his military 
genius to gain it. And ali the time the 
wisdom of the ages was available for 
their instruction and profit if they had 
been wise enough to heed it: “Not by 
might, nor by power, but by my spirit, 
saith the Lord of hosts” (Zech. 4:6). In 
all the world’s history, with nations and 
great leaders, where God was left out, or 
something else put in his place, their 
common end has been defeat and collapse. 
And the nations and great leaders of this 
day who are doing that will ultimately 
come to the same end. 
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Israel prospered so long as they put 
God first, but when they fell away to 
the idolatry of neighboring nations Is- 
rael went down in defeat and into slav- 
ery and misery. This seventh chapter 
of First Samuel furnishes one bright 
spot in Israel’s history, and the reason 
for it is clearly shown. They were en- 
slaved by the Philistines. Samuel. chal- 
lenged them to abandon their heathen 
idols and come back to’ the worship of 
God. They took his advice. They threw 
away their idols. They came together 
and made sacrifices to God. They con- 
fessed their sins. They got right with 
God. Then the Philistines came with 
great force against them. They cried to 
God to save them, and God heard and de- 
livered them. He enabled them com- 
pletely to rout their enemy. They had 
victory and peace. 

Fellows, it is just the same with an 
individual. Make this thing personal. 
Are you putting anything in God’s place? 
Are you permitting anything to have first 
place with you, instead of Jesus Christ? 
Then cast it out. By his help cast it 
out; you cannot do it in your own 
strength alone. Confess your sin, in 
sincere penitence. Enthrone Jesus Christ, 
his Word, his service. Make him the 
center and the goal of all your ambitions. 
You will have a new life. It will be a 
life of power and of joy. It will be the 
kind of life that will make the world 
better because you lived it. 

MIDDLEBROOK, VA. 


vg 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
How to Build the Picture 


Sky. An altar on a hilltop, with an old 
man beside the altar, a priest. 











E ARE still studying about Sam- 

uel today, but he is not a boy now, 
for he is getting to be an old man. All 
his life he has led Israel. He has been 
a prophet, priest, and judge, going about 
the country from one town to another, 
advising and teaching and settling the 
quarrels of the people. 

When the Philistines carried away the 
ark, they didn’t keep it very long, for 
they put it in the temple of Dagon, their 
god, and in the morning, Dagon had 
fallen on his face and his head and his 
hands were broken off. Then the peo- 
ple had a plague of sickness, and they 
decided to send the ark home, so they 
did, but not back to Shiloh. For twenty 
years it remained in a man’s house, and 
one of his sons was set apart to,care for 
it. ; 

But it was not in the tabernacle where 
it had been, and the tabernacle worship, 
at least the yearly Day of Atonement, 
could not be carried out without it. And 
Israci did just as a good many church 
members do when they do not go to 
church for awhile; they began to worship 
idols and forgot God. But Samuel was 
a faithful servant of the Lord, and he 
gathered the people together and they 
fasted, and Samuel prayed for them, 
and they repented of their sin. 

While they were camping on this hill- 
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top for a few days worshiping God, their 
old enemies, the Philistines, thought it 
would be a good time to capture them, 
so they gathered around. The men of 
Israel were frightened, and begged Sam- 
uel:to pray. God answered by a terrific 
thundering which terrified the Philis- 
tines so they went away; and Samuel 
sacrificed a lamb as a burnt-offering on 
the hilltop. 

After the service of worship Israel 
followed the enemy and drove them out 
of the country. 

Our Golden Text tells us what Samuel 
said to the men of Israel: “Prepare 
your hearts unto the Lord, and serve 
him only.” Samuel was God’s faithful 
prophet all his life, and he knew Israel 
must repent before God could bless 
them. Just so, the people of America 
must repent and turn their hearts to 
God, if they expect a blessing. And this 
is also true of little children. You can 
each one help America to turn to God by 
just turning yourself. 

We must put God-first in our lives. 
There are many things that are not 
wrong to do in themselves, but if we are 
Christians and desire to put God’s things 
first, we will have no time for them. 

Do we really love the Lord our God 
with all our heart? 

MopestTo, CALIF. 
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My Class of Girls 


By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To show the girls the importance 
of spiritual revival for themselves and 
their companions. 


Activity.—Before class begins, pass slips 
of paper bearing Bible references in this 
article. Let the girls discuss and illus- 
trate the lesson outlines. 

Memory Verse.—‘“In all thy ways ac- 
knowledge him, and he shall direct thy 
paths” (Prov. 3:6). 











IRLS, why do churches conduct re- 

vival meetings? We might summar- 
ize the reasons in this way: (1) Sinners 
need to know the Saviour (Acts 16:31). 
(2) Saints need to know the Savjour 
better (2 Pet. 3:18). What are the re- 
quirements for real revival? 

Today we learn of a stirring revival 
in Israel, but first let us see the condi- 
tions that existed before the revival 
started. (Pass these questions for class 
discussion.) 

1. What was the direct cause of the 
death of Eli? (1 Sam. 4:17, 18.) 

2. What happened to Israel when the 
ark was captured by enemies? (1 Sam. 
4:31, 22.) 

3. Tell the story of the ark and the 
idol Dagon (1 Sam. 5:2-5). 

4. How were the Philistines punished 
while the ark remained in their cities? 
(1 Sam. 5:10.) 

5. How was the ark returned to Is- 
rael? (The teacher might summarize 1 
Samuel 6.) 

6. Who was judge of Israel at this 
time? (1 Sam. 7:16, 17.) 

At last Israel “lamented after. the 
Lord” and Samuel suggested a program 
for his people to follow. (Read 1 Sam- 
uel 7:3 and note these points.) 

1. “Return unto God” (Isa. 55:7; 1 Cor. 
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15:22). The barrier of sin has separated 
each individual from our holy and right- 
eous Creator God and until we enter his 
presence through “the door” Christ Jesus, 
we can never have fellowship with God 
(Eph. 2:13). (The girls might illustrate 
this fact on a poster.) 

2. “With all your heart” (Joel 2:12; 1 
Kings 8:38, 39). Did you ever consider 
the plagues that have attacked your own 
hearts? What might some of them be? 

3. “Put away strange gods.” Let noth- 
ing come between you and your Lord 
(Mark 10:21). “One thing” wrong spoils 
the value of the whole. 

4. “Prepare your hearts.” Have you 
ever helped to prepare your home for 
company? When you begin to look at 
your house as a guest might see it, you 
often discover places that need to be 
changed. When you look into the cor- 
ners of your own hearts as they are re- 
vealed through the light of God’s Word 
and the Holy Spirit, you discover there 
the plagues and strange gods that must 
be removed (Psa. 51:10; 139:23, 24). 

5. “Serve him only.” Refer to Mark 
9:5-8. While Peter gave homage to 
Moses and Elijah, words failed him 
and he was overcome with fear. Not 
until he saw the Lord Jesus only did 
his vision clear and fears vanish. Is 
your own vision focused upon Christ? 

6. “He will deliver.” How strange it 
is that in spite of God’s promises and 
marvelous answers to prayer sO many 
of us trust him so slightly (Psa 91:3; 
Deut. 31:8; Heb. 10:23). 

How did the Children of Israel re- 
spond to Samuel’s advice? A _ great 
revival began in the hearts of the peo- 
ple and was followed by a “camp meet- 
ing” at Mizpeh. (Read 1 Samuel 7:4- 


13.) 

1. Strange gods were put away (v. 4). 
God was’ acknowledged. (Memory 
Verse.) 


2. Intercessory prayer was made (v. 
8; Psa. 99:6). Girls, how large are your 
prayer lists? Are you eager to have 
others know your Saviour and grow 
in his grace? 

3. Repentance and confession (v. 6). 
The Israelites realized their own help- 
lessness before God and openly acknowl- 
edged it (2 Sam. 14:14; Acts 3:19). 

4. Fear of enemy (v. 7). Satan tries 
very hard to divert our attention from 
our victorious Lord, but remember this: 
none of your problems are any harder 
to endure than those which other peo- 
ple have endured, and God has prom- 
ised to carry you through (1 Cor. 10: 
13; Rom. 8:35-39). 

5. Recognition of the Victor (v. 8). 
Our faith brings God’s gifts (Heb. 6:11): 


(1) Eternal life (Rom. 6:23). (2) Vic- 
torious life (1 Cor. 15:57). 
6. Burnt-offering (v. 9). Just as the 


innocent lamb was sacrificed upon the 
altar for the guilty Israelites (Lev. 17: 
11), so God’s Son was sacrificed upon 
Calvary for a guilty world (1 Pet. 2:24). 

7. Deliverance came from heaven (v. 
10). (1) God created the heaven and 
the earth (Gen. 1:1). (2) God controls 
the heaven and the earth (Josh. 10:13, 14; 
Judges 5:20; Isa. 65:17; Jas. 1:17). 

8. Memorials (v. 12; Gen. 28:22; Hos. 
12:4, 5; Josh. 4:22-24). What are some 
present-day memorials of God’s presence 





* 597 
WHITFIELD EAN GROVE, N. J. 


Central Location 
A Curist1an Hotet AWAY H 


From Homg. 
3 DAYS AS LOW AS $10, AMERICAN. 
PHONE 1991 Cc. O. HERMAN 


UNUSUAL OPPORTUNITY 


For Societies and 








\gZ7 Greeting Card Sales People 
me ~~ Our co-operative sales plan increases 
aa —™ sales possibilities one Thousand per 
cent. —— and most. penny de- 

signs eliminate competition, u ‘- 

Cuaist mas ticulars without obligation, Address: 


E. V. PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Dept. T, 301-305 North Elm St. 
Nappanee, Indiana 











THE BLESSED HOPE 


By James H. McConkey. Is the goal of faith a 
better social order with Utopian conditions produced by 
legislative reforms? Or is it the visible glorious return 
of our Lord? The early church gave no uncertain an- 
swer to this question. Send for Mr. McConkey’s mes- 
sage on this vital question. 


SILVER PUBLISHING SOCIETY 
Dept. S, 423 Bessemer Building Pittsburgh, Pa. 














CHRISTIAN 
LITERATURE 


FOR 


Sunday Schools 


Quarterlies and Papers following the 


Int. Uniform Lesson Topics. A full sample pack 
including our General Catalogue will be sent on 
application by any Sunday school official. 


ADDRESS 
UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 6059 CLEVELAND, OHIO 























SEND and SELL (Ss) FTA 
without doubt the best value on the market. A eee 
Our Companion Box of 18 Text Folders ‘for, Birth- 
day, etc. 11 dily at $1.00.9 As a 
Sariple offer we wi N send’ either be PRY nts 
for ane, 8, SOc each. Satisfaction guar- 


or 
feature 9 Assortments—Al 
Stationery, Wall Plaques, Calendars, sto" Oreanieed ehoups 


SHEPHERD'S TOWNCARD'CO. "Skccherdshann, wee aa 


SHEPH 
NEW BOOK 


HARP A-THRUMMING 


By Rev. Frederick H. Sterne 


Dr. Harry Ironside of the Moody 
Memorial Church says, “‘Harp a- 
Thrumming is an unusual vol- 
ume of Christian verse containing 
much that will appeal to all lovers 
of poetry and the Bible. I can 
heartily commend it.” ‘ 


Just the thing for pastors and 
public speakers, and will be found 
useful again and again. 


FINE CLOTH BINDING, $1.00 
FUNDAMENTAL TRUTH PUBLISHERS, Findlay, Ohie 











ayarununing 





MOTHER... 


This interesting, new, free booklet tells you how 
thousands of missionary children have received a 
superior education... from eng gato to —. 3 


ool... in remote missions all over the wor 
Write for your copy today. Read how Calvert 

hool extension courses pre- 
pare children so successfull 
that they take advance stand- 
ing when they enter school — 
even though they have never 

m to regular schools 
fore! There is no obligation. 
Please give child’s age when 
writing. 


CALVERT SCHOOL 
“The School That Comes to You” 
60 W. Tuscany Road 
Baltimcre Maryland 








598 * 
and help? (Churches, missions, hos- 
pitals, Christian lives, personal devo- 


tional periods.) 

What may be your part in bringing 
to pass a revival? (Psa. 85:6; Isa, 57:15; 
Hab. 3:2; Col. 1:9; 3:9, 10.) 

Let us bow in prayer as we ask that 
a real revival may start in our own 
hearts and that through us Christ may 
become known to others. Then let us 
continue this prayer throughout the 
week (Matt. 18:19, 20). 

Next week we shall learn the sad story 
of a king who failed God. Learn Prov- 
erbs 16:18. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 593) 


1. They put the mercy seat aside and so 
Were exposed to the condemnation of the 
law. 


2. It was set up in a sanctuary at Kir- 
jath-jearim. 

3. To repent, confess their sins, and put 
away their idols. 

4. It was the symbolical confession of 
utter weakness and helplessness. 

5. That of turning whole-heartedly to the 
Lord. 

6. They determined to seek once more to 
overcome Israel. 

7. They besought Samuel to intercede 
with God on their behalf. 

8. Of Christ the Lamb, who offered him- 
self to God in our place. 


9. He turned the very powers of nature 
against the enemy and gave Israel a great 
victory. 

10. The people were restored to God and 
revived and blessed under the ministry of 
Samuel. 
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FACTS ABOUT 


The Bob Jones College 


CLEVELAND, TENNESSEE 
Located in the beautiful Tennessee Valley section 
of the South. 

Beautiful and well-equipped modern buildings, 
Fully state approved high school and excellent busi- 
ness college in connection. 
Offers Voice, Piano, Speech, Violin, Pipe Organ, 
without additional cost. 
High educational standards; graduates admitted to 
leading graduate schools where they have uniformly 
made good; credits accepted by colleges and univer- 
sities in all sections of the country. 
STANDS WI TaOUT APOLOGY tr “THE 
OLD TIME RELIGION” AND iE ABSO- 
LUTE AUTHORITY OF THE BIB. ee 
If you are interested in a college with high educa- 
tional standards, which is at the same time an insti- 
tution putting God t, write Dr. Bob Jones, Jr., 
Acting President, Bob Jones College, Cleveland, 
T for a catalogue, details as to credits, and 
other literature. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 





——— or Hupp automo- ? 








September 11. Our Economic ‘“Free-for-All.” 
Matt. 5:38-42; 25:14-30. 





Sunday, September 4 
The Right to Work 
(John 4:34; 9:4; Matt. 20:1-14) 
(Consecration meeting) 





Mon.—-Work in the divine plan (Gen. 2: 


8-17). 

Tues.—God’s “Six days shalt thou 
labour” (Exod. 20:9). 

Wed.—The privilege of work (Ruth 2:1- 
7). 

Thurs.—Work not, eat not (2 Thess. 3: 
6-13) 

Fri.—Work at self-chosen tasks (Gen. 4: 
20-24). 


Sat.—How are both capital and labor 
unions unfair to workers? (Prov. 
27:18; Jas. 4:1-4). 











ORK is not a curse brought on by 

man’s sin or disobedience. In the 
very beginning, Adam was placed in 
God’s beautiful garden in Eden “to 
dress it and to keep it” (Gen. 2:15). 
That work must have been delightful 
and marvelously interesting. 

Sin has brought into work all that 
is unpleasant and unfair. In the be- 
ginning it brought the weeds and in- 
sect pests and the toil that made work 
difficult and a burden. Sin brought the 
first dissatisfaction with the products 
of work, when Cain found his offerings 
not acceptable to God (Gen. 4:3-5), and 
later went out from God’s presence to 
build a city. 

4 

But God has ever recognized work 
as healthful and contributory to man’s 
happiness. This recognition is implied 
in the Ten Commandments which are 
so often quoted to support a rest day, 
but seldom are invoked to support 
work. Yet they distinctly remind us, 
“Six days shalt thou labor” (Exod. 
20:9). 

In the Oid Testament the laws and 
statutes are full of provisions for fair- 
ness in work both for the employed and 
the employer. Even the animals used 
by man for work are remembered and 
protected. 

$¥ 

In the Nev Testament, while we do 
not find many specific regulations, the 
whole matter is placed on the much 
higher plane of Christian conduct, one 
to another. Servants, or workers, are 
admonished to be obedient to earthly 
masters, as unto Christ (Eph. 6:5). 
Service is to be given not only when 
directly unuer the eye of the master, or 
with merely the object of pleasing a 
man (Eph. 6:6), but as doing the will 
of Christ. Do you suppose there would 
be any change in the present labor sit- 
uation if all men and women worked in 
accord with this principle? 

4 

Masters, too, come in for admonition 

in the New Testament. They are cau- 
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tioned to exhibit a like conduct toward 
their employees, and to keep in mind 
that there is only one real Master (Eph. 
6:9). To them also applies the neces- 
sity of minding not high things but con- 
descending to men of low estate (Rom. 
12:16). 
4 


Both masters and servants are urged 
not to be “slothful in business,” but to 
be “fervent in spirit; serving the Lord” 
(Rom. 12:11), and to “be kindly affec- 
tioned one to another with brotherly 
love; in honour preferring one another” 
(Rom, 12:10). 

Paul taught the dignity and honor 
of work. By his example he showed 
that work had its place, even in the 
life of a missionary or minister, at times 
and under certain conditions. He did 
not hesitate to work at tent making to 
support himself, even though he might 
have justly depended upon believers for 
support. 

In writing to the Thessalonians, Paul 
warned against those who refused to 
work, and called them “disorderly” and 
“busybodies.” Any such he told the 


-Thessalonians who would not work 


should not eat (2 Thess. 3:10). 
4 

Considerable of our difficulty in the 
labor situation today comes from false 
standards of work. Some will not con- 
sider work that they deem “beneath” 
them. Others, seeing the opportunity 
to loaf at some one else’s expense, will 
do no work. Others want maximum 
pay for a minimum of effort. Capital 
on its side has squeezed and gouged 
and often compelled men to work un- 
der impossible conditions. 

Both capital and labor need the Gos- 
pel of Christ and his indwelling Spirit 
to bring about a reasonable and fair 
adjustment, that will bring peace and 
blessing to all. 


What are my own personal relations to 
work? Do I work honestly when I have 
the opportunity? 


How can I work “as unto God” in the 
job I have? 


For what kind of work am I prepar- 
ing, —that which will serve only my self- 
ish desires and ambitions, or the work God 
has planned for me? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
+1 


The Missionary Subscription Fund 





| By day are frequently received by 
THE SunpAy ScuHoot Trmes showing 
what the paper means to missionaries 
and other Christian workers in lonely 
and hard places. A good example is 
the following recent letter from Miss 
Janette E. Miller, Tres Fontes, Mission 
de Sussangue, Gawda, Angola, W. Africa: 


“The kind friend who pays for my 
Sunpay ScHoo.t Times deserves everlast- 
ing gratitude. I would not know how 
to do without it. It is peculiarly valu- 
able for one who has to be preacher 
and pastor, without any training except 
Bible study. That exception might seem 
to cover the whole case, but knowing 
Bible is one thing, I find, and construct- 
ing sermons quite another. You might 
be surprised to know that the Times 
is used more here for that than for 











Lesson for September 4 


Sunday school. And until you prove 
it by years of constant and thorough use, 
perhaps you would not know how excep- 
tionally valuable it is for sermon mate- 
rial and for other services and Bible 
studies, Bible school or devotional. It 
has other readings grouped for one sub- 
ject, ideas brought out for different 
classes of people and illustrations all at 
hand. Incorporated into one sermon it 
is more fine material than one can use 
for one service. When one must be jack- 
of-all-trades in addition to preacher and 
teacher, it is a wonderful time-saver and 
inspiration. Always the higher note 
is struck. You keep us at our best and 
truest faith, You never once let down 
and. admit a lower standard, God bless 
you. God prosper you and give you 
reaping.” 


This ministry to foreign missionaries 
and other Christian workers who might 
not otherwise receive the TrmEs is made 
possible through the Missionary Sub- 
scription Fund. Those who would like 
to have a share in encouraging them 
in their Christian service by this means 
may send their gifts, designated for the 
Fund, to The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 N. Thirteenth Street, 
Philadelphia. 





[ Children at Home 


Bird Babies 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


HADOWY blue mountains towered 

out of a pale-silver sea, and nine 
herring gulls showed like patches of 
snow on a gray granite rock. 

Along the shore a hair-seal frolicked 
in the water. Sometimes he would swim 
with just his round head showing, his 
brown, bright eyes sparkling in the sun. 
Then he would begin to show off before 
the gulls. Leaping clear out of the 
water he made a plunging dive and 
stayed under for a couple of minytes. 
Then his blunt nose showed cautiously 
above the water. At once the circling 
gulls from far and wide mewed and 
squealed their applause. 

Little by little the seal came up until 
he was swimming, head and shoulders 
out of the water. Then he pretended 
again to be frightened, and with a swift 
curve of his lithe body slipped under 
the water without a ripple. 

I was coming back from Waukeag 
Neck on the Maine coast, rechristened 
Sorrento for some unknown reason, 
where I had visited the cellar-hole on 
the hillside where General Sullivan lived 
in the days of the Revolution. While he 
was away warring, a British frigate 
visited Frenchman’s Bay and a landing 
party burned the General’s house. Gen- 
eral Sullivan never rebuilt the house 
but on his return moved westward and 
founded the little town which now bears 
his name, where I was stopping at a 
delightful little inn at the edge of the 
water. 

That afternoon I was on my way back 
from the shop of Mr. Lovejoy Sullivan’s 
noted clockmaker. He had just told me 
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that he was seventy-seven years old, and 
that my clock was aged one hundred and 
forty-nine. 

“The trouble with both on us be that 
our works are worn,” he explained to 
me. 

I followed the sidewalk of one of 
Sullivan’s two streefs on my way back 
to the inn. Said sidewalk was some- 
what casual, sometimes a pebbled path, 
sometimes it nearly disappeared alto- 
gether. 

Passing through Hawkin’s woods I 
heard a loud peeping and chattering and 
complaining from a yellow birch be- 
side me. There from a hole not four 
feet from the ground were thrust the 
heads of five half-fledged flickers. 

I poked my finger in among the quin- 
tuplets and received a hard peck for my 
pains, while the mother flicker went 
“yuck-a, yuck-a, yuck-a,” near by. 
Every day for several days I would stop 
and look at that lusty brood. Sometimes 
they would chatter, sometimes they 
would all pretend to be asleep even 
when I tickled them with a long spear 
of grass. 

Finally one afternoon I stopped to look 
in — and the hole was empty. Early that 
morning the whole brood had ventured 
out into the big world, and I hoped that 
they all lived long and happily. 

It was a bird-mother who showed me 
the next set of bird-babies. As I started 
out for a swim one morning I saw a bird 
perched on a telegraph wire some dis- 
tance away. With my high-powered 
field glasses I made out the black spot 
on her breast that marks a song spar- 
row, and saw that she had a small grass- 
hopper in her beak. 

Even as I looked, she dived down into 
a spruce hedge. Marking the exact 
spot by a certain crooked branch, I 
hurried to the place. The bird flew out 
before I reached the hedge, but even 
so, and with bent branch as a marker, 
I could not at first find the nest. At last, 
lifting up the heavy sprays of fragrant 
needles, hidden under the topmost 
branch, I came upon the nest, a rude 
affair of leaves lined with a little 
grass. 

In it were four tiny, bare, blind babies 
who opened their mouths wide. I re- 
placed the branch and left the anxious 
little mother to the task of filling those 
gaping little beaks. 

My last bird adventure that day came 
in a little glade, carpeted with gray 
caribou moss, in the dense woods on my 
way home. As I crossed the clearing I 
became suddenly conscious that some 
bird was complaining rather than scold- 
ing with subdued, incessant, chattering 
notes that seemed to come from all 
around me. Finally as the bird came 
into a patch of sunlight, I saw his blue- 
gray head and white eye-ring and rec- 
ognized him as the solitary vireo who 
likes to make his home in the deep 
woods. 

Knowing that his nest would not be 
very high up, I examined all the lower 
branches of the trees and bushes about 
me. For a long time I could see nothing 
that looked like a nest, although I knew 
by his chattering that I must be close 
to it. 


At last, as I stood in the very middle of 
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A-Millennial? 
Pre-Millennial? 
Post-Millennial ? 


If you are a pre-millenarian, | 


- have a message of supreme value 


for these dark days. I advertised 
this same message some time 
ago. The responses from those 
who had sent for it were filled 
with gratitude to God for a new 
revelation that had come to them ; 
almost everyone said in effect: 
** This should be read by every 
Christian in America.” 


So I am making the same an- 
nouncement once again; I want 
to reach every true Christian who 
is — for the coming of the 
King, and I am doing my part to 
accomplish it. Whether 
you depends on yourself. 


reach 


Just enclose 1oc (stamps will 
do) in a letter and say, ‘‘lama 
pre-millenarian ; send me your 
message.’ If you are not a pre- 
millenarian, please do not answer 
this advertisement. 


And may | remind you also of 
the continuous needs of our mis- 
sionary undertakings? In the 
spirit of Isaiah 40:1, 2, we stand 
astride the world and seek to 
bridge the gulf between a misrep- 
resented Christianity and a mis- 
led Judaism. In this ministry of 
reconciliation (2 Cor. 5:18) your 
faithful, prayerful undergirding 
is needed far more than you will 
ever know this side of eternity. 


Our work merits your every 
confidence. It is a program of 
world wide Gospel testimony to 
the Jews. Your fellowship in 
prayer and in gift is always 
welcome and appreciated. Our 
monthly publication 


THE CHOSEN PEOPLE 
is of course sent to all con- 
tributors. 


"> HOFFMAN COHN 
AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS 
TO THE JEWS, Inc., 
27 Throop Ave., Brooklyn, New York 
DEAR BROTHER: I am a pre-iaillen- 


arian; herein I enclose roc; send 
me your message. I also joyfully en- 


close $. . . . as my fellowship with 


you in your world wide Gospel min- 
istry to Israel. 


Name. 


Address 
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the clearing and stared about me, it was 
as if scales fell from my eyes, and I 
saw the nest plainly, swinging from a 
forked alder branch about five feet from 
the ground. It was made of pine needles, 
grasses, and plant-down, with little strips 
of white birch bark here and there, and 
the mother bird was on it. 

As I came nearer and nearer she be- 
came more and more restless, and at last 
stood up as if ready to fly. I could see 
beneath her, three white eggs marked 
all over with black spots. Then with 
one last look at me she nestled down 
over her eggs, evidently resolved what- 
ever happened to her not to desert 
them. 

Even when I touched her trembling 
little back, she refused to fly. I stroked 
her gently, and she raised her head and 
gave me a long look. Evidently I 
seemed friendly, for as I stroked her 
head she turned and gave my finger a 
little peck, and then cuddled her head 
up against it in such a confiding, engag- 
ing way that when, at last, I started for 
home I felt that I was parting from a 
real friend. 


HAVERFORD, Pa. 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


August 29 to September 4 


Mon.—1 Samuel 7:3-6. Revival at Mizpeh. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “We have sinned 
against the Lord.” Mizpeh was not just 
another “revival meeting.” A thorough- 
going work of God appeared among the 
people. Israel took the four downward 
steps to revival: Conviction of sin, con- 
trition for sin, confession of sin, and 
reconciliation and restitution. All said, 
“We have sinned against the Lord.” 
Spiritual health of the whole Church is 
necessary to insure the spiritual well- 
being of any part of the Church. Pray 
for Revival. 
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Tues.—1 Samuel 7:7-13. Victory at Mizpeh. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The cities which 
the Philistines had taken from Israel 
were restored” (v. 14). Blessing comes 
in when sin goes out. The main prob- 
lem of the Church today is not an indif- 
ferent world. When God’s people get 
right, God’s work will go on. Spiritual 
causes always produce spiritual effects. 
Pray for Canadian Keswick, Ferndale, 
Muskoka, Ont., Can. 


Wed.—Matthew 6:31-34. The Kingdom First. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Seek ye first the 
kingdom.” Make God’s will your care 
and he will make your interests his 
charge. George Miiller proved, for one 
thing, that those who seek “first the 
kingdom of God, and his righteousness,” 
have all things added unto them. He 
neither begged nor borrowed, yet God, 
in answer to prayer, sustained one of the 
most renowned orphanages in the world. 
The God who made the universe and 
condescends to clothe lilies, and feed the 
sparrows, will not fail the trusting soul. 
Pray for the Spanish Gospel Mission, 83, 
Maple Road, Horfield, Bristol, Eng. 


Thurs.—Luke 10:38-42. One Thing Needful. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Chosen that good 
part, which shall not be taken away.” 
Things trivial are often chosen instead 
of things weighty and important. Chris- 
tianity puts things in their right order. 
Primary things are elevated and lesser 
matters made subservient. The spirit is 
above the soul and the soul above the 
body in God’s order. With Christ cen- 
tral, “that good part” is assured forever. 
Pray for the Northern Gospel Mission, 
Virginia, Minn. 
Fri.—Psalm $5:4-9. Prayer for Revival. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Wilt thou not re- 
vive us again ...?” Lapses of faith and 
of faithfulness are common in the 
Church as they were in Israel. Recovery 
always should be a major concern. As 
goes the Church so goes the world. When 
the world’s “lights” are dim, the beasts 
of iniquity increase. While some seem 
resolved to let the Devil have his way 
and neither to pray for nor to promote 
revival, let us be praying the New Testa- 
ment prayer for Revival (Eph. 3:14-21). 
Pray for the Alaska Evangelization So- 
ciety, 1217 S. E. Salmon Street, Portland, 
Oreg. 
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—typifies the eleven hundred 
students entering Wheaton this 
fall. They are taking advantage 
of the opportunity to study, 
worship, and play in an atmosphere con- 
genial and stimulating to the highest 
standards of life. They are a friendly, 
cosmopolitan group motivated by a desire 
to become effective servants of Christ. 


APPLICATIONS are still being received 
for the fall term which opens September 10. 
Write THE REGISTRAR for catalog and 
full information. Box S8 
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Sat.—Psalm 51:7-13. Where Revival Begins. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Renew a right 
spirit within me.” Revival begins with 
an individual who gets right with God. 
Every revival recorded in the Bible be- 
gan with a Spirit-filled personality. 
Wherever God finds such usable person- 
alities he does a wonderful work. Are 
you usable? Begin praying, “Renew a 
right spirit within me.” Pray for the 
One in Christ Fellowship, 19 S. La Salle 
Street, Chicago. 
Sun.—Psalm 125:1-5. 

Righteousness and Security. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “They that trust in 
the Lord . . . cannot be moved.” The 
trusting heart is immovable. “The right- 
eous are bold as a lion” (Prov. 28:1). It 
is evil to fear evil. “As the mountains 
are round about Jerusalem, so the Lord 
is round about his people from hence- 
forth even for ever.” Security is in God. 
Pray for the Paris Missionary Fellow- 
ship, 15, rue des Orchidees, Paris. 
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The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new sub- 
scribers, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 


$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
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